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 A Newsletter Published by Kent County Levy Court for its Employees       October 2008 

Employee  
of the Month 
Harold Venable 

The Kent County department heads have selected 
HAROLD E. VENABLE II from the Department of Pub-
lic Works as the October 2008 Employee of the 
Month.  

Harold is a Plant Operator III in the Division 
of Wastewater Facilities and has been employed with 
Kent County since August 2004. 

According to his supervisors, Harold is one of 
the most dedicated plant operators working at the 
Kent County Wastewater Treatment Facility.  His 
quiet, friendly attitude is a positive influence on staff 
morale and the overall working environment at the 
wastewater plant.  

When hired, Harold volunteered to be a 
“floater” to cover vacancies on all three shifts which 
has in turn reduced overtime costs by 26% in 2006 
and 2007.  

Recently Harold gave up his day shift to 
cover the night shift for a fellow employee out on 
medical leave. This unselfish work ethic and team 
loyalty reflect the qualities of an outstanding candi-
date for Kent County’s Employee of the Month.    

Congratulations Harold on a job well done! 

COMING NEXT MONTH: 
>   And the winners in the 2008 election are …. 
>   Annual summaries show value of County benefits! 
>   United Way campaign begins to wrap up. 
IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE: 
18 - A’s to Your Q’s           4 - Mark Your Calendar 
4 -   Birthdays    4 - On The Move 
6 -   From The Stacks        6 - Recipe of the Month 
Kent Connections is published for the employees and retirees of Kent 
County Levy Court using Microsoft Publisher® & Microsoft Power-
Point®. Comments, suggestions and story ideas should be addressed 
to: Kent County Personnel Office, 555 Bay Road, Dover, DE 19901, 
or given to Allan Kujala, Sophie Dear, Cathleen McLean, or Yvonne 
Messina. Or, call the Personnel Office at 744-2310. 

 

Demolition of 
O’Brien building 
stirs memories 

By Sophie F. Dear, Personnel Technician II 

Ever heard the phrase “You’ve come a long way, 
baby!”? For many employees, the County has also 
come a long way—from the Kent County Courthouse 
on The Green, to the O’Brien Building on Federal 
Street, to the new Administrative Complex on Bay 
Road, along with other work sites. 
 Last month, the former offices of the Kent 
County government came tumbling down to make 
way for a new courthouse annex that will be linked 
to the 131-year-old Kent County Courthouse, which is 
now owned by the State of Delaware. A parking ga-
rage is also in their plans. 

A number of County employees have come 
and gone from the O’Brien Building. While some of 
them go back as far as working in the Courthouse 
prior to the construction of the O’Brien Building in 
1977-78—which was named in honor of the our first 
County Administrator Robert W. O’Brien after his 
retirement and sudden death in 1994.  

SOFIA CULVER, whose late husband, Donald 
Culver, was a Levy Court Commissioner for 16 years, 
recalls that she was there with him for the building 
dedication, unaware that she would eventually also 
become a County employee. She said she does not 
think the building could have been named after a 
more memorable and honorable person. She also re-
calls the spirited Engineering Office Christmas par-
ties! 
 BETTY LOU MCKENNA, Recorder of Deeds, 
was there the day the employees moved into the 
brand-spanking-new Kent County Administration 
Building. One of her favorite locations was the court-
yard. She recalls sitting on the floor in the Levy Court 
Office and telling the movers where to put every-
thing. Although she was absent for a few years in- 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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EOM 
INSIGHT 
Name: HAROLD E. VENABLE II 
Job: WWF Plant Operator III 
Years with the County: 4 
Education: High school 
My role as a County employee: Wastewater 
operator 
What keeps my job interesting: 60 workers 
What gives me a sense of accomplishment 
on the job: A job well done. 
Professional advice I would like to offer to 
other County employees: Work hard. 
Family: Dad, Mom, sister 
After work I enjoy: Watching TV 
Favorite new movie: Cars 
Favorite old movie Any John Wayne or James 
Stewart movie 
Favorite sport: Wrestling 
Favorite music: Rock ‘n Roll 
Favorite Kent County restaurant: Dairy Queen 
Three people (living or dead) I’d invite to 
dinner: Jesus, God, Satan 
I’m most proud of: Jesus 
Pet peeve: Stupidity 
If I’ve learned one thing in life, it’s: Shout 
Life goals and values important to me: Right 
to life 
Characteristics and values important to me: 
Dependability 
Who has had the most impact on my life: 
Jesus 
Personal goals I have accomplished or 
would like to accomplish: To be a good person 
If I could have been in any profession of my 
choosing, I would have been a: Singer 
If I could have any two wishes, they would 
be: Peace and happiness for the world 
The most adventurous thing I’ve ever done 
is: Join the Air Force 

A Monthly Contest 

A free movie ticket will be given to the first two em-
ployees who find the last four dig-
its of his/her Social Security num-
ber in the current issue of Kent 
Connections and contacts the Per-
sonnel Office at 744-2310. DAVID 
ROGERS and ALLAN THOMAS, 
both from the Division of Waste-

water Facilities, spotted their numbers in the September 
newsletter. It’s that easy to win!   **5666** 

Discount Movie Tickets 
Discount movie tickets to Dover Mall’s Carmike Thea-
ters are available for sale in the Personnel Office.  
 The discount tickets cost $6.00 each and can 
be used at any scheduled time, but cannot be used dur-
ing the first 14 days of any Sony® movie.  

Kent Co. Employee Obsessions 
 Take a minute to visit the display case on the 
first floor of the Kent County Ad-
ministrative Complex which fea-
tures a collection of German re-
lated items amassed by DOROTHY 
MARTIN, Technology Administra-
tor in the I.T. Office.  In the second 
floor display case, check out the 
campaign memorabilia collected by Recorder of Deeds 
BETTY LOU McKENNA  
 Got an interesting hobby or like to collect lim-
ited edition baubles?  How about a collection of trinkets 
from far-away lands? Then show off your talent for 
amassing things—it may interest others as well.      

HOW TO BE EXCEPTIONAL 
WORK HABITS—c. Extensively plan each week in ad-
vance and waste no time; d. Engage in high security 
measures to ensure confidential work is protected; e. 
Conduct all personal phone calls and business off 
county premises outside working hours.  
CUSTOMER SERVICE—a. Greet each customer in a 
way that elicits genuine good will; b. Regularly be com-
mended by internal and external customers for provid-
ing exceptional service;  
G.A.U.G.E.—Kent Co’s performance assessment tool                

Go Green Kent Co! 
Think twice about new electronics. 

 

 Keep your electronics as long as possi-
ble and dispose of these responsibly when 
the time comes.  Buy higher-quality items 
and don't give in to psychological obsoles-
cence.   GO GREEN! 
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FY2010 budget 
development  

underway  
By Allan Kujala, Personnel Director 

Fiscal Year 2010 may not start for another eight 
months, but the 
budget development 
process started last 
month with an Octo-
ber 24 submission 
deadline for annual 
budget proposals by 
the various depart-
ments.  

The annual process, which starts in early 
September with the dissemination of budget docu-
ments, requires departments to estimate costs, submit 
proposed personnel actions, and capital projects for 
review by the County Administrator who in turn pre-
pares a recommended or draft budget for the Levy 
Court Commissioners to use as a starting point when 
budget hearings begin in March of 2009.  

During the months of November and Decem-
ber, Department Managers will meet with the Fi-
nance Director and County Administrator to review 
and discuss their budget proposals.   

The FY2010 Budget process will be challeng-
ing at best due to the uncertain national economy, up 
and down fuel costs, and pressure from the State gov-
ernment for the County to assume more of the finan-
cial burden for the paramedic program and dog con-
trol, along with increasing demands for County ser-
vices.   

“In the midst of these difficult economic 
times, I am confident that we as an organization will 
perform at the highest level in drafting a budget that 
is appropriate, balanced, and on target to meet pre-
sent and future demands for County services.  With 
our fiscally conservative approach to spending we 
will pursue the greatest efficiencies possible while 
ensuring high quality services for our customers,” 
explained County Administrator MIKE PETIT de 
MANGE. 

 “Fortunately for Kent County, we employ an 
outstanding team of experts in our Finance Depart-
ment with a great track record of accurately predict-
ing revenues and expenses, and managing the fiscal 
health of Kent County.” 

Annual United Way 
campaign kicks 

off in October 
By Allan Kujala for the United Way Campaign 

Got a favorite charity, cause, or program? United 
Way makes it easy to contribute to your 

favorite through payroll deduc-
tion. Kent County em-
ployees have faithfully 

supported United Way 
for many years due to the 

ease of giving.  
 Last year, County 

employees sup- ported United Way with 
almost $9,000 raised through payroll deduction and 
direct donations. Almost a third of the County em-
ployees made a donation and the 2009 United Way 
Campaign hopes to improve that participation rate to 
at least 50%.  
 United Way of Delaware is one of the most 
efficient charities in the country with minimal admin-
istrative costs and the ability of the donor to specifi-
cally designate what charitable organization receives 
his/her donation. A one dollar per week donation 
through payroll deduction adds up to over $50 for 
the year. It is easy, rather painless, and not a finan-
cial burden. A $10 per week donation adds up to over 
$500.  
(Continued on Page 12) 

Shot in arm prevents flu 
Kent County employees and retirees from active 

service can receive a free flu 
vaccination on Friday, Octo-
ber 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. at the Kent County 
Administrative Complex in 
Room 221; from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. at the Emergency 

Services Building; or from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Family members 
can receive the injection for $20 each. Employees are 
first, then family members up to max of 150 shots.   
 Please sign up by calling 744-2310. 
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q On the Move. . .
Compiled by Yvonne Messina, Personnel Technician I 
New Hires 
09/02/08 MARGARET MANGIAMELE-ORLANDO, 
Deputy Register of Wills,  Grade 8, Register of Wills 
Office 
09/10/08 JOHN MIECZKOWSKI, Paramedic Trainee, 
Grade 7,  Public Safety/Emergency Medical Services  
09/29/08 JOHN MESSINA, Parks Worker I, Grade 5, 
Community Services/Parks 
Promotions 
09/01/08  LORI CALOWAY, Accountant I, Grade 10 
to Accountant II, Grade 11, Finance 
09/14/08 RICHARD ALLEN, Paramedic I, Grade 10 
to Paramedic II, Grade 11, Public Safety/Emergency 
Medical Services 
09/14/08 MEGAN REEDY, Paramedic Trainee, Grade 
7 to Paramedic I, Grade 10, Public Safety/Emergency 
Medical Services 
Retirement 
09/30/08  RON BERRY, Utility Locator, Grade 5, 
Public Works/Engineering 
Resignations 
09/04/08 JOSHUA BUSHEY, Permit Technician I, 
Grade 7, Planning Services/Inspections & Enforce-
ment 
09/13/08 ADAM BRADFORD, Biosolids Technician I, 
Grade 7, Public Works/Wastewater Facilities 
Milestones 
09/29/1993 CONNIE BUTLER, Secretary—15 years 
09/21/1998 MARY KAROL, Assistant Finance Direc-
tor—10 years 
09/28/1998  WILSON BRANHAM, Maintenance Me-
chanic III—10 years 
09/02/2003 KATHY SKINNER, Planning Technician  
II—5 years 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR 
October 1, 2008 - Blood Pressure Checks at 
the Wastewater Facility from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 

October 8, 2008—Blood Pressure Checks at 
the Library at 9 am. Kent County Administrative 
Complex Room 257  9:30—11:30 a.m. 

October 8, 2008 - L&W Insurance rep. avail-
able to answer health insurance questions from 
1:00—2:00 p.m., Kent County Administrative Com-
plex Room 213. 

October 10, 2008 - Free flu vaccinations for 
(Continued on Page 16) 

COUNTY  

BIRTHDAYS 
OCTOBER 

01 Jeremy Sheppard, Community Srvs/Recreation 
03 Brad Eaby, Levy Court Commissioner 
04 John deBloois, Public Works/WWF 
04 Ralph Neil, Public Safety/EMS 
06 Debbie Everett, Deeds Office 
06 Wynonah Wallace, Public Works/Facilities Mgt. 
07 John Butler, Planning Services/I&E 
07 Tony Tiparod, Public Safety/EMS 
10 Deborah Moore, Deeds Office 
10 Elizabeth Perry, Public Works/Facilities Mgmt. 
12 James Newton, Public Works/Engineering 
14 Laura Ogden, Planning Services/GIS 
15 Gerald Kilgore, Public Works/WWF 
16 Reinhold Betschel, Public Works/WWF 
16 Doug Phillips, Public Safety/EMS 
18 Jayne Zeranski, Public Works 
19 John Tinger, Public Safety/EMS 
21 Loretta Wootten, Clerk of the Peace 
21 Earl Briel, Public Safety/EMS 
23 Patty Virdin, Planning Services/Planning 
26 Shane Dearman, Public Safety/EMS 
27 Dale Hammond, Planning Services/I&E 
28 Barbara Miller, Public Works/Engineering 
29 Janet Lloyd, Deeds Office 
29 Nicholas Horn, Public Safety/EMS 
31 Timothy Cooper, Public Works/WWF 
31 Jessica Steele, Deeds Office 
 

NOVEMBER 
01 Kevin Sipple, Public Safety/Emergency Comm. 
04 Timothy Wyatt, Public Safety/EMS 
05 Robert Lankford Sr., Public Works/WWF 
07 Susan Hitchens, Finance 
08 Connie Butler, Community Services/Libraries 
09 Charles Wilt, Board of Assessment 
12 Christina Morton, Planning Services/I&E 
13 John Schulties, Planning Services/I&E 
14 Marvin Millman, Public Works/WWF 
16 Frederick Strauss Jr., Community Services/Parks 
16 Ronald Bowman, Administration-IT 
16 Michael Bundek, Public Safety/Emer. Comm. 
16 Megan Reedy, Public Safety/EMS 
16 Michelle Zaffora, Public Safety/EMS 
17 Ronald Short, Jr., Public Safety/Emer. Comm. 
20 Thomas B. Crowder, Public Safety/EMS 
23 John Webb, Public Works/Engineering 
25 Marc St. Jean, Planning Services/I&E 
28 David Mick, Public Safety/EMS 
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Connelly and 
Crumpley earn 

AICP certification 
By Mary Ellen Gray, Planning Division Manager 

The Planning Services Department is proud to an-
nounce that KRISTOPHER CON-
NELLY and KELLY CRUMPLEY, both 
Planner II in the Planning Division, 
are now members of the American 
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP). 
AICP is the American Planning Asso-
ciation's (APA) professional institute, 
providing recognized leadership na-
tionwide in the certification of profes-
sional planners, ethics, professional 

development, planning education, and the standards 
of planning practice. 

To become a certified planner entitled to use 
the AICP designation, APA members 
must meet certain education and ex-
perience requirements and pass a 
written examination. Kris has a bache-
lors from Virginia Tech University in 
Interior Architecture. He has been a 
Planner with Kent County for 6 years.  
Kelly  has a bachelors in political sci-
ence and law degree from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma.  He has  worked for 
Kent County for almost 10 years.   

Please join the Planning Services Department 
in congratulating Kris and Kelly on this milestone in 
their careers.   

Treatment Plant wins 
EPA Region III 

Achievement Award 
By James Newton, Environmental Program Manager 

On September 25, 2008, the Kent County Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility was one of ten organizations 
that received the inaugural 2008 Environmental 
Achievement Awards from the US EPA Region III at a 
ceremony conducted at the National Constitution 
Center in Philadelphia, PA.   The award was given by 
the EPA Region III Administrator Donald Welsh and 
the EPA Administrator Stephen L. Johnson. 

The Kent County facility was selected from 
over 100 nominations for the inaugural competition 
from DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, and WV.  Other govern-
mental award winners included the Lower Makefield 
Township, PA and the Virginia Port Authority.  Non-
profit award winners included the Elizabeth River 
Project in VA, the Lehigh Valley Land Recycling Ini-
tiative, the Philly CarShare organization and Dr. Joan 
Plisko.   

The treatment facility was selected based 
upon its demonstrated environmental improvements 
such as being included in the US EPA National Per-
formance Track program and its Environmental 
Health and Safety Management System. 
 "Kudos to the Department of Public Works 
employees, especially the operators and staff at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant for their professionalism 
and dedication in attaining this milestone.  We are so 
proud of their outstanding team effort," said Levy 
Court Commissioner RICHARD E ENNIS. 

Start saving now  
By Sophie F. Dear, Personnel Technician II 

National Save for Retirement Week promotes more 
saving for retirement by Ameri-
cans. Nearly half of all U.S. work-
ers have less than $25,000 in total 
savings, and more startling is that 
slightly more than one in five 
workers have no savings of any 
kind. With longer life expectancies 

and rising costs, it’s critical that Americans under-
stand the importance of saving – now. National Save 
for Retirement Week will be held October 19 – 25. 
(Continued on Page 10) 

EPA Region III Administrator Donald Welsh (l) and EPA 
Administrator Stephen Johnson (r) recognized Kent 
County last month by presenting an Environmental 
Achievement Award to  Jim Newton &  Reinhold Betschel.   

Kelly Crumpley 

Kris Connelly 
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FROM  

THE 
STACKS 
By Connie Butler, Libraries Division Secretary 
 

BLUE DAHLIA 
By Nora Roberts 

Read by Susie Breck 

When Stella opens her heart to a new love, she must 
fight to protect what’s hers. 

A Harper has always lived at Harper House, 
the centuries-old mansion just outside of Memphis.  
And for as long as anyone alive remembers, the 
ghostly Harper Bride has walked the halls, singing 
lullabies at night… 

Trying to escape the ghosts of the past, young 
widow Stella Rothchild, along with her two energetic 
little boys, has moved back to her roots in southern 
Tennessee – and into her new life at Harper House and 
in the Garden nursery.  She isn’t intimidated by the 
house – nor its mistress, local legend Roz Harper.  De-
spite a reputation for being difficult, Roz has been 
nothing but kind to Stella, offering her a comfortable 
new place to live and a challenging new job as man-
ager of the flourishing nursery.  As Stella settles com-
fortably into her new life, she finds a nurturing friend-
ship with Roz and with expectant mother Hayley.  And 
she discovers a fierce attraction with ruggedly hand-
some landscaper Logan Kitridge. 

But someone isn’t happy about the budding 
romance…the Harper Bride.  As the women dig into 
the history of Harper House, they discover that grief 
and rage have kept the Bride’s spirit alive long past her 
death.  And now, she will do anything to destroy the 
passion that Logan and Stella share… 
      (This is the first book of In the Garden Series.  This is a 9 
disc book on CD with  11 hours of listening pleasure.) 

Recipe of the Month A
By Sophie F. Dear, Personnel Technician II 
 

DEEP-DISH APPLE TARTE TATIN 
 
1 cup water 
1 cup sugar, plus 2 table-
spoons for sprinkling 
2 tablespoons unsalted 
butter 
4 Golden Delicious ap-
ples, peeled, split in half, 
core removed 
1 sheet puff pastry, store bought 
2 cups store bought vanilla bean ice cream 
 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. 
 In a large saucepan over medium heat, add 
the water and sugar and cook to caramelize the 
sugar, about 10 minutes. Add the butter and stir 
until melted. 
 Take 4 large ramekins and pour caramel into 
bottoms and arrange 1 apple half, cut side down, in 
the bottom of each ramekin. Take the remaining 
halves and cut them into 3 wedges so you can fill the 
gaps in the top of each ramekin to create a level sur-
face on which the pastry will lie across. Sprinkle ap-
ples with some sugar. Roll the pastry out. Use a 
cookie-cutter to cut out circles the size of the rame-
kins and place over the apples folding it in at the 
edges. Make 3 or 4 holes with a knife and 1 in the 
middle to let steam out when baking. Bake for 20 
minutes and then let it rest for 15 minutes. It is im-
portant that you do this; otherwise, the apples will 
fall apart when you turn it over. Take a dinner plate 
and put it over each ramekin. Turn it over and slowly 
remove the ramekin. 
 Serve lukewarm with store bought vanilla 
bean ice cream. 

Difficulty: Easy; Servings: 4 
Recipe source: www.foodnetwork.com (Tyler 

Florence, 2007)   **0307**  **9801** 

High Praise  n 
High Five to DIANE LOCKERMAN, Assessment Office, 
for a hand written note from a local romance novel 
author praising her for helping “unravel the knots” 
and her “humor and patience”.  Applause, Applause!!!
Give a Gold Star to MARC St. JEAN, Inspections & 
Enforcement, for a constituent comment card saying 
that “he makes the County permit process a pleasant 
experience.” Kudos!!! 

High Praise  n 
Kudos to JASON BERRY and KATHY SKINNER, Plan-
ning Division, for a Constituent Comment Card prais-
ing both for being “very helpful in answering the 
questions presented.”  He added that their in-depth 
knowledge exceeded his expectations and speeded up 
the process significantly.  “I was pleased to get out 
quicker than I thought possible,” he wrote.  Sweet!!! 
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Tornados are 
real threat on 

Delmarva  
By Lt. David Mick, EMS Special Operations Supervisor 

On September 6, 2008, the entire DelMarVa penin-
sula was under a 
tornado watch.  Per-
haps a little informa-
tion on just what 
one is and what to 
do when one may be 
around would be in 
order.  
 We can do 

little to prevent a tornado from occurring, but by 
knowing a few safety rules we can minimize the num-
ber of deaths and injuries. 

A tornado watch means that tornado de-
velopment is possible. Keep a watchful eye on the sky 
for threatening weather and stay tuned to radio and 
television and listen for weather bulletins. 

A tornado warning means that a tornado 
has been sighted or indicated by radar. Persons in the 
path of the storm should seek shelter immediately - 
preferably in a storm cellar, underground excavation, 
or in a steel-framed or concrete reinforced building. 

A severe thunderstorm warning means 
that either spotters or radar have indicated that severe 
weather is occurring, and is expected to be heading 
towards you soon. This warning is issued by the Na-
tional Weather Service local office, and usually covers 
a few counties, lasting about an hour or so. A thun-
derstorm is classified as severe because it can contain 
hail three-quarter inches or larger, and/or wind gusts 
of 58 mph or higher, and/or a tornado. When a warn-
ing is issued, persons should remain indoors until the 
storm has passed. 

In homes, the basement offers the greatest 
safety. Seek shelter under sturdy furniture if possible. 
In homes without basements take cover in the 
center part of the house, on the lowest floor, in a 
small room such as a closet or bathroom, or under 
sturdy furniture. Stay away from windows! 

In schools, hospitals, and shopping centers 
move to pre-designated shelter areas. Interior hall- 
(Continued on Page 12) 

Learn how to  
improve your Excel 

experience at training 
By Sophie F. Dear, Personnel Technician II 

After her last training session, a number of people 
have requested that 
Technology Adminis-
trator DOROTHY 
MARTIN of the Infor-
mation Technology 
Office provide an 
Excel class on Octo-
ber 15 to help them 
improve their 

“Excel® Experience.”  
 Excel has a broad range of functionality, and 
because of that, she decided to create two different 
classes and address two different levels of expertise. 

Classes will be held in room 220 A/B in the 
Kent County Administrative Complex. There will be a 
morning and afternoon choice for each class to allow 
flexibility to your schedule.  The two Excel classes 
offered are: 

Excel Basics – 9 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. – 
Designed for those who need beginning help with 
Excel. Items covered will be: Putting data into tables; 
formatting; sorting; using lists; printing tips; begin-
ner’s formula discussion; and more. 

Excel Advanced – 10:30 a.m. or 3:00 
p.m. –  Designed for those with more experience. 
Items to be reviewed will be: Pivot tables; charts; 
custom lists; text to columns; conditional formatting; 
advanced formulas; and more. 

To sign up for a session, contact me in Per-
sonnel at 744-2312, by e-mail (if you have a list), or 
in person. If you forget to sign up and wish to attend, 
or discover that you will be able to attend on the day 
of the training session, simply show up and sign in. 

Employees who attended a September ses-
sion on “Workplace Politics” were JUNE GLADDEN, 
EVELYN JOPP, JANET LLOYD, GALE MAAS, SHEILA 
ROSS, and JAMES WELSH.  

Thank you for your continued interest in em-
ployee development, but monthly training sessions 
may have to be curtailed if there is not marked im-
provement in participation. 
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EMPLOYEE  
COUNCIL  
NEWS 
By Michele Lapinski, Employee Council Secretary 

The arrival of autumn heralds many things:  shorter 
days, cooler temperatures, and the realization that 
the holidays will be here before you know it. (Ack!) 

Just in time for Halloween, the Council will 
once again be offering “Boo-grams”.  Grams will 
go on sale beginning October 13 – October 
30.  Grams are just $1 and consist of a Halloween-
themed card (which you can personalize) and a 
sweet treat, both of which will be hand-delivered to 
recipients on October 31.  Please see MICHELE 
LAPINSKI in the Parks & Recreation office to make 
your purchase.  Boo-grams are a fun and inexpensive 
way to “treat” your co-workers! 

The Council will also hold a Hot Dog sale 
on Wednesday, November 19 from 11:30 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. (while supplies last).  Enjoy chips 
and a hot dog with all your favorite condiments for 
just $2.00.  Treat yourself (and maybe a co-worker or 
two) to a “hump day” lunch at a great price. 

Also, don’t forget the bi-weekly 50/50 raffles.  
Your next chances to win will be on October 3, 17, 
and 31.  Who wouldn’t like to win a little cash right 
before the holiday season?  As always, tickets are $1 
each or 6 for $5. 

The Employee Council appreciates the con-
tinued support it receives in its fund-raising efforts.  
Thanks a million! 

Mark your calendars:  The annual holiday 
dinner and dance will be held on December 6 at 
the Camden-Wyoming Volunteer Fire Company, with 
the popular holiday luncheon following on De-
cember 17.  More information on both events, in-
cluding ticket sales and prices, will be forthcoming in 
the November issue of Kent Connections. 

Your Employee Council:  President BRENT 
MOLLOHAN, Vice-President LORI SHORT, Treasurer, 
JAYNE ZERANSKI, Secretary MICHELE LAPINSKI, 
members KIMM DIXON, YVONNE MESSINA and PAT 
ORONA.   **6029**    **7199**  **9230** 

Music downloads: 
File Sharing Programs 

Are you legal? 
By Donna Barnes, Programmer II 

There are thousands of places on the internet to 
download music. I couldn’t begin to name all the lo-
cations but a quick look on any search engine will 
reveal thousands of results. Music downloads are eve-
rywhere, offered as incentives to buy soft drinks or to 
spend more in a particular store. 

Music downloads are a big part of my com-
puters Internet usage. When I thought about what 
people might be interested in reading about in this 
newsletter, I thought about how the computer is used 
in my home. We download a lot of music. My son 
could spend all day looking for his favorite artists, 
trying to find a track that he has not heard before.  
Once he downloads the track from wherever he has 
found it, the music ends up on a CD so that that I 
have the pleasure of listening to it also. Actually, it’s 
not always a pleasure.    

Now I mentioned earlier that I do not always 
know where the music came from. This can actually 
be a problem for me if he happened to get it off a file 
sharing website that offers free downloads or file 
sharing that is in violation of the law. File sharing 
networks allow the user to download software that 
connects you directly to other computers in the net-
work. Once connected, you can search for material 
that you would like to see/download. Other users in 
the network can also search your share folder and 
download information they want.  

To understand how unsuspecting folks get 
into trouble with file sharing programs consider this. 
Everyone knows, or should know, that it is illegal to 
copy a CD and give it to your friend; you would in 
effect be a distributor. The same thing happens if you 
use a file sharing program like KAZAA or LIMEWIRE 
and keep music you OWN in the shared folder. If 
your program is open and running, other users in the 
network can look through the files in your shared 
folder. If they like something that they see they can 
download it. Again, you become the distributor of 
copyrighted material. The people who copy a CD and 
pass it along to a friend are very hard to find.  The 
people that have file sharing software and  
(Continued on Page 10) 

Tech 
Talk 

High Praise  n 
Kudos to AMY MINNER, Inspections & Enforcement, 
for a recent Constituent Comment Card praising her 
for being “very, very helpful and kind” and being 
“very knowledgeable about her job.” Outstanding! 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
between, she was also there the day her current of-
fice moved from what became the O’Brien Building to 
the Kent County Complex on Bay Road. She said she 
is very disappointed that some of the County employ-
ees were not invited to participate in the State’s cere-
mony at the O’Brien Building prior to the start of the 
demolition. 

LEROY DEAR, retired 9-1-1 Center Director 
now working part-time as Imaging Administrator, has 
worked in four County worksites, and said when he 
worked in the O’Brien Building it was so over-
crowded the imaging crew couldn’t enjoy working in 
the building. Three of them were jammed into an 
area that was an entrance to a conference 
room. With the move to the Administrative 
Complex, they were placed in an empty space 
designated for future growth. They can now 
work on stacks of materials; in the O’Brien 
Building they could only have close by what 
they were working on at the moment. 

CINDI GOLDSBORO, Administrative 
Secretary who spent her entire County career 
to-date in the courthouse, said of the new 
building, “If it’s going to make the court proc-
ess smoother and with better working conditions, it 
will be wonderful. I’m looking forward to it, even 
though we’re supposed to be in the basement.”  

MARTY HAYES, License Specialist, starts her 
27th year of County employment this month, and has 
quite a few memories of the O’Brien Building. She 

Staff recalls days in former County offices 
loved being in TOWN, and recalled that the building 
did do a lot of shaking, even though we didn't have a 
Richter Scale installed! She remembers the day the 
Secret Service had the building surrounded when 
George H.W. Bush was on The Green; Mary Wozniak 
flying out the back door next to Marty’s office when 
one of the prisoners in the Levy Court room cut him-
self with a shank during a parole hearing; and the 

day an inmate ran past her window 
after escaping from the back of the 
courthouse.  She recalls that one of 
the best advantages of the O’Brien 
Building was if your car was hit in 
that pitiful little parking lot, there 
was a good chance someone upstairs 
on the south side would see it unfold 
– her car(s) were hit three times and 
thankfully, someone saw it each 

time!!! (How great is that?!) Marty said she issued 
thousands and thousands of marriage licenses and 
booked tons of weddings, and she’ll never forget all 
the ceremonies held in the courtyard of our dear old 
building and down the street in front of the Liberty 
Bell. 

LINDA PFEIFFER, Computer Systems Special-
ist, remembers that when the building was con-
structed, it replaced a parking lot which removed a 
lot of parking spaces from the area. 

GEORGETTE WILLIAMS, Deputy Recorder of 
Deeds, said the demolition makes her sad because 
she remembers Bob [O’Brien] as a dear friend. 

And, lastly, I remember coming to the 
County in 1985 as a Dispatcher in the basement 
of the courthouse, and thinking I would never 
learn my way around the then-Administration 
Building. Little did I know that I would eventually 
work in the Personnel Office and give tours of the 
building to new employees. By then I could tell 
them, “If you get lost in this building, keep walk-
ing. It’s just a big box with a hall around it and a 
hole in the center. Keep circling and you’ll come 
to the office you’re looking for.”  
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(Continued from Page 8) 
copyrighted material in that folder are very easy to 
find. 

The Recording Industry Association of Amer-
ica (RIAA) has filed suit against 20,000 people be-
tween 2003 and 2006 for illegally sharing their mate-
rial. One of those suits involved a man who had mu-
sic on a purchased CD in the shared folder. All or a 
part of that CD was downloaded by other members 
54 times. He had kept the program running while he 
was away from his computer at work to download 
music he found. Whether he knew he was violating 
the law or not didn’t matter. He had the music in a 
place where others could get it and that was enough 
to file suit against him. Many of these lawsuits are 
settling for between $200 and $10,000 per violation. 
The man in my example, if found guilty of all 54 
charges at $200 a piece, would pay $10,400 in fines, 
at $10,000 per violation, he would pay $540,000.  

If you or anyone who has access to your com-
puter places files in a shared folder through one of 
these programs you could be at risk. Always be aware 
of what is going on with your PC. Take the time to 
make sure that the software programs you have are 
used correctly and legally.    **6148** 

Welcome to 
Levy Court! 
Name: JOHN MESSINA, JR. 

Job: Parks Worker I 
Date hired: September 29, 2008 
Education: Polytech High School 
(majored in Environmental Science) 
What I like most about my new 
job: Working with a great group of 
guys and knowing there is something 
new in-store everyday. 
Greatest accomplishment: Be-
ing hired full-time with the County. 

Greatest challenge or obstacle: Completing my 
Senior Technical Exhibition to graduate 
Future goals: Become a Certified Arborist 
Person/event that most inspired me in my 
career: My parents, and high school teacher Mrs. W. 
If I had it to do over, I would have done this 
differently: Pay more attention in school. 
I’m most relaxed and happy when I’m doing 
this: Riding my dirt bike or watching Looney Tunes 
Family: Mother, Maureen; father, John; sister, 
Melissa; dogs, Missy and Pepper. 
Most recent movie enjoyed: The Punisher 
Favorite TV show: Andy Griffith Show 
Favorite sports: NASCAR racing 
Favorite meal: Cheeseburgers 
Favorite music: 1980’s Country 
Who has had the most impact on my life: My 
parents 
A dream I have is to: Travel the country when I 
retire 
You’d be surprised to learn that I: Still watch 
cartoons 
The most adventurous thing I’ve ever done 
is: Travel to Kentucky for a FFA National Conven-
tion. 
Three words that describe me: Honest, trust-
worthy, hardworking  

Congratulations 
Congratulations to MATTHEW COBB, Public Safety/
Emergency Communications and Heather Killen on the 
birth of their daughter Peyton Sarah Cobb.  Peyton was 
born Friday, September 5, 2008 at 2:10 pm. She 
weighed 7lb 12 oz. and was 19 ¾” long. Peyton joins 7 
year old sister Halle at home.  Congratulations to the 
whole family. 

Bragging Rights    
JOHN WILLSON, Asst. Director of Public Safety/EMS, 
and Susan Willson are proud to announce that their 
son, J. Michael Willson, (a former Kent County Dis-
patcher) has graduated from the police academy and is 
now a Patrolman with the Dover Police Department. 

Tech Talk 

Save for retirement  
(Continued from Page 5) 
stand the importance of saving – now. National Save 
for Retirement Week will be held October 19 – 25.  

One of the goals of ICMA-RC, the County’s 
deferred compensation (457) program manager, is 
emphasizing that through individual saving in de-
fined contribution and supplemental savings plans, 
employees will build true retirement security. ICMA’s 
Web site (www.icmarc.org) offers learning tools and 
financial calculators to help all investors build retire-
ment security.  

ICMA sign-up forms can be obtained from 
the Personnel Office. Any employee who sets up a 
new ICMA account at anytime during the entire 
month of October will have their name entered into a 
drawing to win two movie tickets.   **0187** 
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Children’s Fantasy 
Trail offers a not so 

scary Halloween 
By Jeremy Sheppard, Recreation Program Supervisor II 

We know its coming...straight out of Hollywood??  
Yes, we're sure to see an-
other batch of blood filled 
slasher movies pouring into 
our local theaters this 
month.  For what you ask?  
Well, to remind us that Hal-
loween is coming.   You 
know, that holiday that 
preys on our deepest and 
most primal fears of the un-
known and supernatural 

things.  Kind of gives you the chills, huh?  In fact, it is 
kind of fun for most of us adults, but it's not exactly 
what we want for our younger children. 

That's why the Parks and Recreation Divi-
sions have organized their annual Children's Hallow-
een Fantasy Trail at Brecknock Park on October 25th.  
The trail runs between the hours of 1:00 and 4:00 
p.m. and features some of the most non-scary crea-
tures they can find.  Huh??  Non-scary?  What's the 
deal? KCPR purposely tries to find the most loveable, 
hugable, and cuddly creatures and storybook charac-
ters for their yearly trail.  After all, it's for the kids! 
(Continued on Page 14) 

Popular Fright Night 
returns to old haunt 

at Brecknock Park 
By Brent Mollohan, Recreation Program Supervisor II  

For those of you who want to take a nice walk 
through the beautiful 
trails of Brecknock 
Park---better do so 
before Friday, October 
17.  Why?  For the 
simple fact that this 
wonderful setting will 
turn into a gruesome, 

horrifying event known as “Fright Night.” 
 Planning has been underway for many 
months for this popular 4-night event which includes 
the castle of blood, the bizarre barn, the Freddy 
Krueger and Jeepers Creepers school bus, a haunted 
graveyard, stalkers and many other scary scenes un-
der the theme “Darkness Changes Everything.”   

 So, if you dare, venture out on October 17, 
18, 24 and 25 between the hours of 7-10 p.m. and 
experience the Fright Night of your life.  Tickets are 
only $5.00 (limit of 1000 per night) with no refunds. 

This event is designed for adults and older 
children.  Parents should use discretion when bring-
ing younger children. 

Volunteers are needed to help with crowd 
control, please call 744-2491 if you can help. 

Heart Walk event helped our community raise funds  
By Kathy Phinney, Senior Secretary &  
Yvonne Messina, Personnel Technician I 

The American Heart Walk 2008 last month was an-
other successful year. We raised 
$1,120.00 with a few more con-
tributions coming in!   
 Way to go, Kent County 
Levy Court employees!   
 Even though it was pretty 
warm, we had 25 walkers count-
ing children and pets. Good thing 

there were Hydration Stations along the route! The 
three mile walk took us through Historic Downtown 
Dover and then around Silver Lake and back to Mir-
ror Lake where we had started.  

 The following employees plus family mem-
bers participated this year: Levy Court Commissioner 
W.G. EDMANSON; MARY ELLEN GRAY; PENNY 
GIBBS; GINA GLANDEN; EVELYN JOPP; JANET 
LLOYD; DIANE LOCKERMAN; MIKE PETIT de MAN-
AGE; AMY MINNER; JOHN SCHULTIES;  and 
YVONNE MESSINA.  
 We raised $188 at Women’s Heart Health 
Week in February, $120 from the Longaberger Basket 
Raffle in July and $216 from the sale of hearts in Au-
gust. This brings our total contribution to over 
$1,644 to help the American Heart Association fight 
heart disease.   
  We want to thank everyone who participated 
this year. Kent County wouldn’t have been able to do 
it with out each and every one of you ! 
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(Continued from Page 7) 
ways on lowest floors are best. If the building is not 
of reinforced construction, go to a nearby one 
that is, or take cover outside on low, protected 
ground. Stay out of auditoriums, gymnasiums, 
and other structures with wide free-span 
roofs. 

In open country, move away from the 
tornado's path at right angles. If there is not 
time to escape, lie flat in the nearest ditch or ravine. 

In your car, do not try to outrun a tor-
nado. If available take shelter in a sturdy structure. 
Otherwise, get in the nearest ditch or depres-
sion until the tornado passes. 

Tornados can pose real danger to Delmarva Peninsula 

New EF Scale: Old F-Scale: Typical Damage: 

EF0 (65-85 mph) F0 (65-73 mph) Light damage. Peels surface off some roofs; some damage 
to gutters or siding; branches broken off trees; shallow-
rooted trees pushed over. 

EF1 (86-110 mph) F1 (73-112 mph) Moderate damage. Roofs severely stripped; mobile homes 
overturned or badly damaged; loss of exterior doors; win-
dows and other glass broken. 

EF2(111-135 mph) F2 (113-157 mph) Considerable damage. Roofs torn off well-constructed 
houses; foundations of frame homes shifted; mobile 
homes completely destroyed; large trees snapped or up-
rooted; light-object missiles generated; cars lifted off 
ground. 

EF3 (136-165 mph) F3 (158-206 mph) Severe damage. Entire stories of well-constructed houses 
destroyed; severe damage to large buildings such as shop-
ping malls; trains overturned; trees debarked; heavy cars 
lifted off the ground and thrown; structures with weak 
foundations blown away some distance. 

EF4 (166-200 mph) F4 (207-260 mph) Devastating damage. Whole frame houses Well-
constructed houses and whole frame houses completely 
leveled; cars thrown and small missiles generated. 

EF5 (>200 mph) F5 (261-318 mph) Incredible damage. Strong frame houses leveled off foun-
dations and swept away; automobile-sized missiles fly 
through the air in excess of 100 m (109 yd); high-rise 
buildings have significant structural deformation; incredi-
ble phenomena will occur. 

EF No rating F6-F12 (319 mph to speed 
of sound) 

Inconceivable damage. Should a tornado with the maxi-
mum wind speed in excess of F5 occur, the extent and 
types of damage may not be conceived. A number of mis-
siles such as iceboxes, water heaters, storage tanks, auto-
mobiles, etc. will create serious secondary damage on 
structures. 

(Continued from Page 3) 
Want to support the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

a Senior Center, or even your Fire Company? You can 
do it through United Way on a weekly basis rather 
than with one big check. 

Not sure if the group you want to support 
participates in United Way? They don’t have to!  They 

only have to be a charitable organization. United Way 
will send your chosen group your donation, and you 
will receive an acknowledgement. It is so easy to give 
the United Way! 
 With your help this year’s campaign promises 
to be successful again.   **2663**    **6350** 

Annual United Way campaign for County staff gets started 
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By J. Allen Metheny, Sr.,  Assistant Director of Public 
Safety/Emergency Management Division 

As Halloween approaches, all of us need to remem-
ber some safety tips since Halloween is a favorite 
holiday for children (and adults) who love to use 
imagination and 
creativity.  We all 
need to insure our 
Halloween “ghosts 
and goblins” will 
have a bag of 
goodies to show 
for their fun and 
wil l  not be 
haunted by unnec-
essary injuries. 
 P a r e n t s 
and/or care givers 
should discuss 
with the trick-or-
treaters the fol-
lowing safety tips: 
C Warn chil-

dren not to 
eat any treats before an adult has examined 
them carefully for evidence of tampering 

C Always carry and use a flashlight 
C Walk, don’t run and always stay on sidewalks 

if they exist.  If no sidewalks, walk on the left 
side of the road facing traffic 

C Obey all traffic signals 
C Stay in familiar neighborhoods 
C Don’t cut across yards or driveways 
C Avoid wearing masks while walking from 

house to house 
C Wear a watch that can be seen in the dark 
C Approach only houses that have a light on 
 When purchasing costumes for our “ghosts 
and goblins”, always look for the label “FLAME RE-
SISTANT”.  This includes the actual costume, masks, 
beards, wigs, and any props that they may carry.  
Props such as swords, knives, or forks should always 
be soft and flexible.  Although the label “FLAME RE-
SISTANT” does not mean it won’t burn, it does indi-
cate the items will resist burning and should extin-
guish quickly.   
 To minimize the risk of contact with candles 
or other fire sources, avoid costumes made of flimsy 

materials and outfits with big, baggy sleeves or bil-
lowing skirts.   
 Costumes should have some reflective mark-
ings or tape on them so drivers can see them at night.  
Also, costumes should be short enough so the chil-
dren won’t trip and fall.  If your child (or you) wears 

a mask, make sure 
it fits securely and 
has eye holes large 
enough to allow 
for full vision. 
 A s  a 
homeowner, you 
should “injury 
proof” your home 
before Halloween.  
Here are some 
ideas for “injury-
proofing” your 
home: 
C Make sure 
your yard is clear 
of such things as 
ladders, hoses, 
dog leashes and 

flower pots that can trip people 
C Use battery powered jack-o-lantern candles 

rather than open flame candles 
C If you do use candles, make sure they are far 

away from where the “trick-or-treaters” will 
be walking or standing to avoid any injuries 

C Make sure paper or cloth yard decorations 
won’t be blown into a flaming candle 

C Considered “healthy food” alternatives for 
your visitors such as packages of low-fat 
crackers with cheese or peanut butter filling, 
single serve boxes of cereal, packaged fruit 
rolls, miniboxes of raisins, or single serve 
packets of low-fat popcorn that can be micro 
waved later. 

C Keep an outside and entry-way light on to let 
your visitors know that they are welcome 

 And finally, for all of us who may be driving 
on Halloween night, GO SLOW, SLOW, SLOW ALL 
EVENING.  
 Oh, don’t forget, adult Halloween party goers 
should have a designated driver so everyone gets 
home safely and the services of the Department of 
Public Safety will not be needed. 
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CAT BOX  
By Cathleen McLean, Payroll Administrator 
 

Financial meltdown 

With the current financial worries in the stock mar-
ket and in the banking/mortgage sector, I have re-
ceived a number of phone calls asking what they 
should do about their ICMA-RC 457 deferred com-
pensation accounts. 
 I’m no expert, so I advise each one to visit 
the ICMA Website http://www.icmarc.org, select 
Planning Tools, Look under the section of Learning 
about Investing.   

The following is the section titled Do’s and 
Don’t of Investing, which states: “One of the keys to 
investing for retirement is how you react to the mar-
ket. Knowing which behaviors to follow and which to 
avoid is critical to the long term success of your in-
vestments.” 

Follows are some descriptions of the behav-
iors an investor should adopt and the ones to avoid in 
our guide to Investing Dos and Don’ts. 
Dos of Investing 

Here are four basic rules to follow that have 
been shown to improve your chance of success over 
the long term: 1) Invest for the long term, 2) Invest 
according to your risk tolerance, 3) Maintain your 
portfolio balance, and 4) Make sure your portfolio is 
diversified. 
Don’ts of Investing Following the rules above, 
however, may not be enough. The way you respond 
to changes in the market can have a significant affect 
on your ability to reach your goals. Here are three 
behaviors to avoid when investing for the long term: 
1) Chasing returns, 2) Attempting to time the mar-
ket, and/or 3) Overreacting.” 

All of the do’s and don’ts are expanded on in 
the above mentioned website.  

If you have any questions about how to get 
to the section give me call at 744-2387 

BRIAN A. LEWIS, Maintenance Worker II in Facilities 
Management, has been licensed since 1995 and rides a 
1981 Honda CM 400 for the gas economy.  He was 
influenced by Evel Knievel and started ramp jumping on 
a bicycle, moved to motocross, then went on to street 
bikes. Brian’s advice for motorists is to allow distance, 
be courteous to the maneuvers of the motorcyclists 
(lane changes and right-of-way issues), and allow them 
to do what they need to do. He’s a warm weather rider, 
uses the bike for commuting to work, and believes that 
helmets are absolutely necessary for riders. 

Motorcycle diaries S 

Children’s Fantasy Trail 
(Continued from Page 11) 

The Fantasy Trail is designed for children 
ages 2 to 7, but ages 12 and under are allowed. A 
complimentary trick-or-treat bag will help gather all 
the delicious snacks along the way. A hay ride at the 
end of the trail will take you up to the Picadilly Pavil-
ion where you will be entertained with singers on the 
Stage and other activities. Tickets are sold on site for 
$5 This event will run if sprinkling, but will be can-
celed if it rains. Hope to see everyone there!!!! 

High Praise  n 
Shout out to MIKE RIGBY and the Parks Division 
crew for a letter from a contractor praising them for 
their “extreme professionalism” during a recent pro-
ject at Brown’s Branch Park. The letter noted that 
“the County is lucky to have men like Mike and the 
crew working for them.” We do have great employees! 

High Praise  n 
Congrats to RUBY FARMER, Tax Office, for a recent 
e-mail from a citizen praising her for her 
“professionalism and kindness”.  He wrote that she 
always exhibits the same attributes each time he calls 
and “she is an asset to your County employee team.” 
Stand up and take a bow! 
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BENEFIT BLURBS 
By Sophie F. Dear, Personnel Technician II 

An employee with a new baby called to tell me that 
a Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware (BCBSDE) rep-
resentative stated that a new baby is not covered un-
til the coverage application is sent to BCBSDE. I had 
our connection at L&W check on this; here’s the 
scoop: Infant nursery care is covered while the 
mother remains an inpatient for maternity. Sick in-
fants in a hospital are covered after the mother leaves 
the hospital if a parent has coverage that includes 
children, and the baby is added to the coverage. En-
rollment must take place within 30 days of the 
child’s birth. If the enrollment document is not sent 
to BCBSDE, the carrier will request reimbursement 
from the provider, and the payment of the baby’s 
health care claims will be the responsibility of the 
new parents. 

Looking for another way to save money dur-
ing these tight economic times? If you have BCBSDE 
coverage through the County, your prescription bene-
fit includes the use of Walgreens Mail Service. Choos-
ing mail service allows you to enjoy delivery of your 
maintenance medications to the location of your 
choice – it’s easy, convenient, and can save you time 
and money. You can receive a 90-day supply of main-
tenance medications at the same price of a 30-day 
prescription filled at your local pharmacy. Additional 
benefits of mail service are: Cost savings with fewer 
co-pays; easy registration and ordering; quick deliv-
ery of medications in confidential, tamper-evident 
packaging; free standard shipping; important medica-
tion information included with every order; online 
account management and support; and access to a 
clinical pharmacist 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Their Customer Care Center offers order, bill-
ing, and shipping assistance; technology for the deaf 
or hard of hearing; and over-the-phone translation 
services in more than 150 languages. All prescription 
orders are carefully checked for potential medication 
interactions and correct dosage amounts. 

Flu shots are scheduled for October 10, but 
new this year, vouchers will be available to employ-
ees who are not at work on the day the vaccinations 
are provided. The vouchers can be redeemed for the 
vaccination at Christiana Care Occupational Health 
Services at 100 South Main Street, Suite 101, in 
Smyrna. When you present your voucher, please pre-
sent your County-issued photo identification card. 

If you have any questions about County 
benefits, please feel free to call the Personnel Office 
at 744-2312. 

Pennies from Heaven 
will help area family 

Got a few pennies, coins or bills in your purse or 
pocket weighing you down? Lighten 
your load by donating to a family in 
need.  
 For many years Kent 
County Levy Court has participated 
in the “Adopt-A-Family” program 
for the holiday season. Your contri-
butions fulfill the wishes of area 
families in need.   
 Under the program a family 
or families is selected and the 
County donates approximately 
$100 per child. The funds are used 

to purchase gift cards, so the family or families can 
celebrate the holiday season. 

Since Pennies from Heaven has been such a 
success over the past three years with a grand total of 
$646 collected last year, we are continuing this 
worthwhile community project. The object is for each 
County division to collect as many pennies (other 
coins or dollar bills work too) as possible in a pro-
vided Mason jar. Just empty your pockets or purses 
every time you see the jar. The division/office which 
collects the most money per capita will receive the 
satisfaction of being a very generous employee group 
as well as three Domino’s pizza for staff to enjoy dur-
ing the holiday season.  

Jars will be distributed in early October and 
collected in mid-November. Watch for more informa-
tion on this good cause in the spirit of the holiday 
season in next month’s newsletter. !!!! 

Trick -or-Treat Candy Guess 
Think you know how much candy the average 

pumpkin bucket can hold?   
 Submit your guess to the 
Personnel Office by 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, October 29 and you 
could win enough treats to satisfy 
all the ghosts and goblins visiting 
your house on Halloween.   
 The submitted guess 

closest to the actual number of candy pieces without 
going over wins.  Good Luck!  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
(Continued from Page 4) 
first 150 County employees and retirees from active 
service. Family members eligible if vaccine is avail-
able for $20. Reserve your flu vaccination by calling 
Personnel 744-2310. 

October 13, 2008 - Columbus Day holiday. 
Kent County offices closed.  
October 15, 2008 - Staff Development Session 
will be held at 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. in Room 220 
A/B in the Kent County Administrative Complex. 

October 17,18, 24 & 25, 2008 - Fright 
Night at Brecknock Park from 7-10 p.m. each night. 
Cost is $5.00 and entrance is limited to the first 1,000 
people. 

October 24, 2008 - Make a Difference Day at 
Shirley Hunn Conservation center.  Contact Wayne 
McCarty to volunteer at 744-2489. 

October 25, 2008 -  Halloween Fantasy Trail 
for youngsters between the ages of 2 and 12 at Breck-
nock Park from 1-4 p.m. Cost is $5.00 and includes a 
short hayride and entertainment. 

Welcome to 
Levy Court! 
Name: MARGO MANGIAMELE-ORLANDO 

Job: Deputy Register of Wills 
Date hired: September 2, 2008 
Education: A.A.S. in Human Ser-
vices from Del Tech 
What I like most about my 
new job: My coworkers and the 
pleasant working environment and 
my new boss 
Greatest accomplishment: 
Leaving the Court System after 28 

years, 5 months 
Future goals: Maybe go back to school 
Person/event that most inspired me in my 
career: My Dad, who taught me my work ethic 
If I had it to do over, I would have done this 
differently: Gone to college right after graduating 
high school, but then I would probably not be here. 
I’m most relaxed and happy when I’m doing 
this: Making cards and doing crafts 
Family: Mom, Dad, 2 brothers, 2 sisters, 2 brothers-
in-law, 2 sisters-in-law; 2 nieces, 4 nephews 
Most recent movie enjoyed: Norbit 
Favorite TV show: John & Kate Plus 8 
Favorite sports: Baseball – but only when I’m 
watching my nephews play 
Favorite meal: Italian 
Favorite music: Country 
Who has had the most impact on my life: 
Mom and Dad, who taught me to be kind and gener-
ous 
A dream I have is to: Travel to Italy 
If I won a million dollars, I would: Buy a big 
house with a pool and share my wealth 
You’d be surprised to learn that I: Teach Reli-
gious Education at Saint Polycarp’s to third graders 
The most adventurous thing I’ve ever done 
is: While in Barbados I swung on a rope from a pi-
rate ship into the ocean . . . and was so scared I al-
most forgot to let go of the rope. 
Three words that describe me: Friendly and 
funny 

Welcome to 
Levy Court! 
Name: JOHN L. MIECZKOWSKI 

Job: Paramedic Trainee 
Date hired: September 10, 2008 
Education: B.A. from University of 
Delaware 
What I like most about my new 
job: Helping people 
I’m most relaxed and happy 
when I’m doing this: Fishing 
Family: Parents: Fran and Mary 
Ann; brother: Frank; sister-in-law: 

Dana 
Most recent movie enjoyed: Charlie Simpson’s 
War 
Favorite TV show: The Simpsons 
Favorite sports: Baseball and football 
Favorite meal: Crabs 
Favorite music: Country 
Who has had the most impact on my life: My 
brother 
If I won a million dollars, I would: Go fishing 
The most adventurous thing I’ve ever done 
is: SCUBA dive 

High Praise  n 
High Praise to JESSICA STEELE, Deeds Office, for a 
recent citizen e-mail praising her for being “a most 
helpful and most courteous person.” Way to go! 
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Delaware gets on map with Biden in race 
By Sophie F. Dear, Personnel Technician II 

Little Delaware made national headlines in August 
when U.S. Senator Joseph Biden, Jr. was selected as 
the running mate by Democratic Presidential candi-
date Barack Obama.  
 Joe Biden has repre-
sented the state of Delaware 
in the U.S. Senate since 1972, 
when he was elected at the 
age of 29.  
 To many Delawar-
eans, he’s not “Senator Bi-
den”, he’s just “Joe.”  
Throughout Biden’s career in 
public service, the people of 
Delaware have remained his 
first priority and he has 
worked to improve the lives of 
Delawareans. 

I asked a few employ-
ees for their thoughts on this 
historic pick, and here’s what I learned. 

P. BROOKS BANTA, Levy Court President, 
said Joe Biden is certainly well-indoctrinated on for-
eign affairs and with his leadership abilities, if Obama 
could not fulfill the obligations of the President of the 
United States, Joe Biden could certainly fulfill them. 

SOFIA CULVER, Account Specialist III, said it 
will help Obama with Biden as Vice President and she 
thinks he was a good choice for Obama to pick, since 
he has the expertise. 

CINDI GOLDSBORO, Administrative Secre-
tary, said it would help that Biden’s from small Dela-
ware and putting us on the map. He knows the strug-
gles and problems the citizens have and will be more 
sympathetic to our needs. She added, “When I lived 
in California, people asked me where I was from. 
They didn’t know where Delaware was. Now they 
will.” 

BETTY LOU MCKENNA, Recorder of Deeds, 
said this will make a tremendous impact on the state 
of Delaware in a good way. Betty Lou and Biden go 
back a long way – she worked on his first U.S. Senate 
campaign in 1972, and knew his first wife, Neilia, 
and his children when they were little. She said Dela-
ware is so fortunate to have someone of his caliber 
going into the White House, and she’s very sorry that 
his son, Beau Biden, won’t be here to watch his Dad 
through the election. 

KATHY PHINNEY, Senior Secretary, observed 

that with Joe iden in the race maybe people will stop 
saying “Dela-Where?” and recognize that we are the 
First State!  It’s kind of ironic that Obama was born in 
the last state—Hawaii. 

BARBARA SCHROEDER, Account Specialist 
II, said having Biden as Vice President will be helpful 

because of his experience 
in foreign policy. 
 MIKE WARD, As-
sistant Director, Planning 
Services – GIS, said it’s 
pretty amazing and it goes 
to show that Obama is 
picking integrity, not elec-
toral votes, and it puts 
Delaware on the map. He 
said everyone ought to be 
proud – we all know him! 
He remembers when Biden 
was first elected, and finds 
it admirable that he comes 
home to Delaware every 

night instead of staying in Washington. Biden as Vice 
President will continue to give exposure to Delaware 
throughout the national election, and if Obama is 
elected and Biden becomes Vice President, Delaware 
will be forever known. The U.S. Senate will lose a lot 
of knowledge, but it will be moving to a higher level. 
When the time comes, the person to replace Biden 
will have big shoes to fill. 

GEORGETTE WILLIAMS, Deputy Recorder of 
Deeds, said that, obviously, she thinks it’s going to 
help the state of Delaware. On the negative side, we’ll 
lose the personal contact between the residents of 
Delaware and Biden – we won’t be able to sit down in 
a firehouse and have breakfast with him or watch 
him walk in a parade. She said the State stands to 
benefit a lot by having him as Vice President. 

LORETTA WOOTTEN, Clerk of the Peace, 
said it would help tremendously, not just the State, 
but the whole country, especially because of Biden’s 
foreign relations experience and Judicial Committee 
expertise, and he’s a very fair and intelligent person. 
She said he would be President material, so he would 
be able to help the President with making decisions. 
Obama wanted someone who would be able to give 
advice and help him, and Wootten thinks Biden is a 
good one to do that.  She went on to say that she 
worked on his first U.S. Senate campaign, and has 
worked on all of his campaigns since then. She said 
Biden is a good person for this country. 

Delaware Senator and Democratic Vice-Presidential 
candidate Joe Biden making a point. 
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SOME ANSWERS TO THOSE NAGGING QUESTIONS 
 By Allan Kujala, Personnel Director 

Q. My spouse’s employer has dramatically increased 
the cost of health insurance for its employees. Can I add 
her to the County health insurance plan? The County’s 
dependent rate for spouses is now lower than her em-
ployee only rate. 

A. You ask a timely question, since many health 
plans renew on October 1 or January 1.  The answer to 
your question is no. The federal Health Insurance Port-
ability and Accountability Act only allows additions 
outside of open enrollment for qualifying events, such 
as the loss of coverage due to job loss, etc.  Voluntary 
cancellation does not qualify as such an event.  You 
can add your spouse during Open Enrollment, which is 
typically held in May of each year for our July 1 plan 
renewal date.  

Q. Recently I took advantage of the loan provision 
available in our ICMA-RC 457 program, but was dis-
mayed that I had to have you approve my request for the 
loan. It’s my money, so why do I have to have your per-
mission to withdraw it? 

  A.    To put it simply—it technically is not your 
money yet.  When it becomes your money, you have to 
pay taxes on it.  You have deferred your compensation 
and it is being held by the County in accordance with 
Section 457 of the IRS Code. You are allowed to man-
age the deferred funds by investing them in the stock 
market or less risky savings type accounts.  Since the 
Tax Code now allows loans from deferred compensa-
tion accounts, the County has opted to include loans as 
part of its deferred compensation program, so denial is 
not really a factor. Although some jurisdictions do not 
allow loans, and defend the stance by saying they are 
protecting the employee’s retirement savings. We have 
chosen to treat our employees like the adults they are. 
Interestingly enough, while the amount you receive as 
a loan is not immediately taxed (an outright with-
drawal would be), your repayment is made from after 
tax dollars.  

 Q. The County has a great pension plan, so why 
would anybody put money aside into a 457?   
A. Mainly two reasons. The first is to save on 
taxes now and the other is to save for future retire-
ment. Please be aware that your County pension will 
not likely be enough to maintain your current standard 

of living. You really do need to save a little from each 
paycheck in a 457 account to supplement the County 
pension. Stop by the Personnel Office for more infor-
mation about opening a 457 deferred compensation 
account with ICMA-RC.  

 Q. As a retiree I am sometimes amazed by the 
questions you get in your Q&A column. I am now work-
ing in the private sector and I can attest to the fact that 
public sector work is not only rewarding, but more se-
cure than the private sector. 

A. Thanks for your comment. Money isn't eve-
rything, when your work helps to make your commu-
nity a better place to live. 

Q. If I am out on FMLA (Family & Medical Leave) , 
do I have to complete an absence form each and every 
pay period? 

A.   No. You should complete an absence form 
upon your return. But remember, you are required to 
submit a FMLA request form before you take FMLA-
eligible time off. If the absence is planned (like elec-
tive surgery), you should promptly request the paper-
work from the Personnel Office and submit the physi-
cian’s statement in advance. If you are absent for four 
(4) days or more, the Personnel Office automatically 
sends you the FMLA forms by certified mail.    

Q. Speaking of FMLA, can I take maternity leave 
intermittingly? 

A.  No, the Family & Medical Leave Act does not 
require intermittent leave to be extended to new par-
ents. If you come back to work, your FMLA leave for 
maternity/paternity is over. Also keep in mind that if 
both parents work for the same employer, the 12 
weeks of FMLA is split between the couple.    

Q. A co-worker was recently injured and is asking 
for donated leave again. Isn’t there some limit to how 
much time an employee can receive of donated leave? 

A.  The employee you reference is seriously ill, but 
the availability of donated leave is completely up the 
generosity of his co-workers. As long as the ailment is 
FMLA eligible (even if the 12-weeks has expired), he 
can benefit from donated leave. The policy limits the 
value of leave donated to $20,000. 


