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Kent County Building Inspectors Remain Active Amidst Coronivirus Crisis 
 

Dover, Del. - It was just before noon on Thursday, April 23, and by that time, Kent County Building 

Inspector Paul Modesto, was on his 5th building inspection for the day with several more to go. His day 

began at the office where he checks his emails and telephone messages from the day before, then he 

plots his path for the day ahead. Once Building Inspectors hit the road, they don’t return until the next 

day. On this particular day, Modesto had a combination of at least nine inspections and re-inspections 

and his three other colleagues Steve Hastings, Bruce Slody, and Dan Twardus had schedules that were 

about the same. Kent County spans across 798 square miles: from Smyrna to Milford north to south and 

from the Delaware Bay to the Maryland line, east to west. For four inspectors, one could spend over an 

hour in travel time depending on where he needs to go; and, while we’re in the midst of the coronavirus 

pandemic, houses are being built, and Kent County is still inspecting their progress. 
 

“We’re trying to keep things as normal as possible,” said Modesto. “We’re aware of permit time limits, 

and we have to keep them going.” 
 

One of the effects of the coronavirus, stay at home orders, and social distancing is the way people 

exchange information. Keeping things going could entail a number of adjustments to the way business is 

transacted while being aware of what’s happening in the world and making adjustments to employ 

safety techniques. To limit exposure, at times, Inspectors can handle matters over the telephone or via 

email; other times they may need to set a limit to the number of people coming into and out of a house. 

“In some cases, we’ll contact a homeowner to let them know what we’re looking for and we can 

exchange information electronically.” And, for the time being, Kent County is not charging fees for 

expired permits. 
 

Communication and social distancing are two human traits that puts a strain on us all. “The biggest 

problem is that people want to talk”, Modesto added. “If Kent County was to shut down construction we 

would not have enough staff to keep up once we reopen.” 

Early-on Kent County established a means for the public to get permit applications, plans, and other 

documents into the building for staff without too much interruption to the flow of daily business. For 

those who have correspondence and paperwork for any of Kent County Departments, including Public 
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Works, Office of Deeds, Register of Wills, the Clerk of the Peace, and Sheriff’s Office, a vehicle is parked 

in front of the entrance to the County Complex to leave an exchange. To contact Kent County Building 

Inspections, the number is 302-744-2451 and of course, the main telephone number to the Kent County 

Complex is, 302-744-2300 if additional information is necessary. 
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