
 

 

 

 

Chapter 2  

Economic Development 

 

 

Overview______________________________________________________________________________ 

Public outreach revealed economic development and job creation as clear top priorities. Public outreach 

also revealed a community interest in investing in and strengthening existing communities as well as 

utilizing existing resources and infrastructure rather than expanding outward or building new.   
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The Kent Economic Partnership has identified 3 key economic strategic initiatives: (1) Business 

Retention, (2) Business Expansion, and (3) Business Recruitment and Development. Some key elements 

of the strategy include support for the Downtown Development District program, support and 

expansion of the agricultural industry through development of the Food Innovation District, continual 

improvement of the permitting process, and successful marketing of Kent County’s strengths. 

Economic development is more than simply supporting business in the County; it is also the creation of 

well-paying jobs. An economic development strategy must balance many important interests such as 

preserving small-town charm and rural character, promoting the industry of agriculture, preserving 

historic resources, providing educational opportunity, maintaining infrastructure, investing in 

community facilities, and offering employment for a diverse and qualified workforce. There are myriad 

tools discussed throughout the Comprehensive Plan that the County can use to create an environment 

conducive to economic development including investment in infrastructure and community facilities, 

updated zoning ordinances, zoning classifications, and predictability in the land use process overall.    

 

Income and Education______________________________________________________________ 

Educational Attainment 

 

     Source: 2015 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates 
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An educated and highly skilled workforce is essential to economic development and business growth. 

Kent County is on par with the State and country with regard to citizens with a high school diploma or 

greater (86.6%, 88.3%, and 86.7% respectively). However, only 22.8% of County residents have a 

Bachelor’s degree or higher as opposed to 30% of State residents, and 29.7% of residents nationwide. 

While 13.7% of the County population has not achieved a high school diploma, the percentage is lower 

than the 20.6% reflected in the 2008 Comprehensive Plan.   

Since 2010, Kent County's average median income has grown by 3.37%, which falls behind the State and 

neighboring counties' growth rates by 2%.  

 Kent County New Castle County Sussex County State of Delaware 

2010 53,183 62,474 51,046 57,599 

2015 54,976 65,476 53,751 60,509 

Growth in $ 1,793 3,002 2,705 2,910 

Growth % 3.3% 5% 5% 5% 
Source: 2015 ACS 1-Year Estimates, 2010 ACS 1-Year Estimates 

According to the 2015 ACS 1-Year Estimates, 13.5% of Kent County's population is considered to be 

living in poverty, a 2.3% increase since 2010. The percentage of households receiving Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance increased from 12.3% in 2010 to 16.4% in 2015.  

 

Employment__________________________________________________________________________ 

With respect to employment trends, the County has seen moderate increases in the public 

administration, arts & entertainment, education, and health care professions. The most substantial 

increase has been in the relatively lower paid retail trade. There continue to be losses in the 

construction sector even with the recovery of the real estate market after the recession. Other 

industries have seen small losses since 2010. 

It is also notable that unemployment in Kent County exceeds both the national and State rates although 

not by a substantial margin.   

Unemployment Rate as of November 2017 

Sussex County 4.5 

Kent County 4.3 

New Castle 4 

State of Delaware 4.1 

United States 4.1 
DE Department of Labor & U.S. Department of Labor 

On a positive note, there have been more than 200 approvals of home-based businesses over the last 

ten years. Those include home occupations such as family day cares, professional offices, and home-



 

 

based contractors. These are uses that are designed to have no impact on the surrounding area and 

offer citizens an opportunity to engage in business with lower start-up and operational costs.   

These small businesses are often successful enough to enable opportunities for growth as they expand 

from neighborhoods into commercial areas.  Given the makeup of Kent County, small and medium sized 

businesses provide the most growth potential which strengthens the overall local economy.   

While larger businesses in the County tend to get the most attention and have generally been stable, the 

stability and growth of small and midsized businesses is encouraging as well. There is fluctuation among 

businesses with fewer than 20 employees, but in the aggregate the number of businesses is growing and 

it is entirely likely that some of those businesses continued to grow and enter into the categories with 

more employees. Ultimately, if small business creation and growth is the backbone of a healthy diverse 

economy, the County, Kent Economic Partnership, and Greater Kent Committee should include them in 

strategic planning, outreach, and support efforts.   

Employment Size of Establishment 
Number of Establishments 

2008 2012 2015 Change 

1 to 4 employees 1,674 1,615 1,756 5% 

5 to 9 employees 658 639 632 -4% 

10 to 19 employees 460 424 432 -6% 

1 to 19 employees (combined) 2,792 2,678 2,820 1% 

20 to 49 employees 298 289 339 12% 

50 to 99 employees 87 84 94 7% 

100 to 249 employees 57 49 50 -14% 

250 to 499 employees 12 10 11 -9% 

500 to 999 employees 5 5 5 0% 

1,000 employees or more 3 4 4 25% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015 County Business Patterns 

Economic Development Opportunities__________________________________________ 

Business Incubator 
Business incubators are designed to be proactive, supportive environments that promote business 

opportunity, job creation, and economic prosperity. They seek to provide economies of scale by locating 

several early stage businesses within affordable shared space under one roof. This allows multiple 

businesses to develop new ventures by lowering startup costs, conserving cash, and reducing potentially 

high service fees associated with single business startups. Typically, incubators provide multiple 

advantages including leases at or below market level rents, low costs for shared general services 

(security, meeting rooms, telephones, WIFI, copiers, cleaning services, reception areas), managerial 

consulting, business plan development, and mentor relationships.   

In an effort to support small business, Kent County is planning to utilize vacant office space in the 

Administrative Complex to create the Emerging Enterprise Development Center (EEDC). In addition to 



 

 

offering low cost space, the County is partnering with the University of Delaware’s Small Business 

Development Center to provide onsite business training and consultation services for tenants of the 

EEDC. 

 

Downtown Development Districts 
The County has a long history of recognizing the 

essential role strong towns play in 

strengthening the economic outlook of the 

County. Given that infrastructure is key to 

supporting economic growth, municipalities are 

well placed to accommodate new development. 

Supporting our towns works to support all of 

Kent County and care should be taken to avoid 

making land use decisions that compete with 

the municipalities.  

Smyrna, Dover, Harrington, and Milford have designated Downtown Development Districts enabling 

property and business owners to leverage both State and County funds for improvements and 

expansion. Since the inception of the DDD program, the County has invested just over $98,000 to 

support 11 commercial and residential projects in the Districts. Continued support of the DDD program 

benefits the entire County.     

 

Food Innovation District 
Agriculture remains the largest industry in Kent County and both the State and County have made a 

significant investment in preserving farmland. The development of the Food Innovation District is an 

effort to capitalize on and expand opportunities for the agricultural industry.  The vision for the District 

is as follows: 

Create a thriving economy, a sense of place and sustainability for Kent County, the 

country, and the planet through food systems rooted in this region and centered on food 

that is healthy, green, fair and affordable.   

The project includes five objectives: 

1. Foster collaboration and partnering between stakeholders. 

2. Provide innovative research, resources and solutions. 

3. Aid in profitability of Agricultural and Food Industries. 

4. Enable food business incubation and expansion. 

5. Stimulate and support sustainable economic growth. 

 

Downtown Milford 



 

 

Ultimately, the goal is to foster partnerships among local growers, producers, wholesalers, retailers, and 

academic institutions in the areas of training, business services, technical/manufacturing, and social 

community as illustrated in the following chart of Services and Activities: 

Training Business Services Technical/Manufacturing Social/Community 

Food Preparation 
Business Planning, 

Coaching 
Aggregation/Distribution Farmer’s Market 

Small Farm Assistance Sales, Marketing 
Product or Concept Development; 

Technical Support 
CSA’s 

Food Safety Regulatory Guidance Shared-Use Kitchen Food Bank 

Disciplinary Subject 
Materials 

Supplier Sourcing Incubator (concept to graduation) Soup Kitchen 

Workforce 
Development 

Consumer Testing 
Light/Heavy Processing, Co-

packing/manufacturing 
Community Garden 

  
HACCP Planning, Sensory Testing, 

Shelf-life Testing 
Composting 

  Storage (cold and dry)  

Ultimately, the Food Innovation District can serve the County by both expanding opportunities for local 

growers, creating opportunities for new food related business ventures, and expand access to healthy 

food for the community.   

 

Broadband Expansion 
Kent County remains largely rural and low density in nature which presents specific challenges to 

economic development. One way to support existing businesses and potentially attract new technology-

dependent business is through expansion of high speed broadband. According to a 2014 study 

completed by the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs at the University of Minnesota entitled, Findings 

on the Economic Benefits of Broadband Expansion to Rural and Remote Areas, small communities and 

surrounding rural areas with access to high speed broadband realize short and long term economic 

benefits including: 

 Economic Growth 

 Employment growth    

 New businesses established 

 Existing business growth 

 Increased housing rents 

 Higher average incomes 

 Increased population growth 
 

 Education and Labor Market Advantage 

 Rural areas can be attractive to business because of lower property and labor costs but there is 

often a shortage of skilled labor. 

 High speed broadband offers opportunities for web based education and job training. 



 

 

Existing Resources 
In order to inform statewide planning and economic development efforts, the Office of State Planning 

Coordination (OSPC) began a project in February of 2017 to identify and map vacant and available 

commercial and industrial land and buildings. Kent County was chosen as a pilot for this effort and the 

project to date has involved a GIS analysis of vacant and underutilized commercial and industrial land in 

the Route 13 / Route 1 corridor from Smyrna to Milford. In addition, for sale and for lease vacant 

commercial and industrial buildings throughout Kent County were identified and mapped. 

Because no definitive real estate data source exists for this information, OSPC collected GIS data on 

commercial and industrial zoning, reviewed aerial photos from 2012, and reviewed various commercial 

real estate sources from the internet and local realtors. An OSPC staff person field-verified many of the 

for sale and for lease properties. Their preliminary findings reveal: 

Vacant Commercial / Industrial Lands: The GIS analysis focused only on the Route 13 / 

Route 1 corridor from Smyrna to Milford, including all of Route 13 in Dover. Within this 

corridor, the analysis identified 1,882 acres of vacant commercial or industrially zoned 

land. In addition, there were 593 acres of commercial or industrially zoned land that 

were only partially built-out, and thus capable of additional future development. For 

perspective, consider that in this corridor all currently constructed commercial and 

industrial facilities are on 1,749 acres of land. The greatest amount of the vacant or 

partially built-out lands were in the Kent County jurisdiction, followed by Milford, Dover 

and Smyrna. 

For Sale and For Lease Building Space: The project area was the entire County, including 

the municipalities. The analysis identified 2,915,000 square feet of existing building 

space for sale or for lease. More than half of this space was in Dover, with Kent County 

and Smyrna also having a noteworthy amount of available building space. For 

perspective, consider that the Christiana Mall (the enclosed portion) is 1.2 million 

square feet in size. 

In addition, there are numerous industrial and business parks throughout the County, many of which 

have available space and supporting infrastructure.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Existing Resources 

Office/Industrial 
Park 

Description of Opportunity for Supporting 
Economic Development 

Target Industries 

Duck Creek 
Professional Campus 

Proposed project (~200 acres) located just off of SR 
1, just north of Kent/New Castle line focused on 

upscale office and light manufacturing operations.  
This is an ideal location to begin attracting college-

educated talent down from central New Castle 
County toward Kent County. 

New Tech. Manufacturing/ 
Financial Service Back Office/ 

Professional Services/ 
Publishing 

Smyrna Health & 
Wellness Center 

Under construction in downtown Smyrna with 
108,000 SF of space for medical offices. 

Professional Services 

Smyrna 
Industrial Park 

Park nearly full with one offering of a 30,000 SF 
‘build to suit’ building. 

Traditional Mfg./New Tech. Mfg./ 
Financial Service Back Office/ 

Professional Services/Publishing/ 
Warehousing Operations 

Central Delaware 
Industrial Park 

Older park with variety of traditional manufacturing 
operations with very little room for expansion. 

No Space Available 

McKee 
Industrial Park 

Former Playtex (older building) warehouse being 
subdivided. Currently up to 425,000 SF of space is 
available for warehousing or light manufacturing. 

Traditional Manufacturing 

Former 
Sara Lee Building 

Former Sara Lee site (older building) on 40 acres of 
land and a rail siting. Facility currently being 

subdivided with ~100,000 SF available. 

Traditional Manufacturing/ 
Warehousing Operations 

Enterprise 
Industrial Park 

Existing complex (portion was utilized by Client 
Logic). Currently up to 100,000 SF of space is 

available. 

Traditional Manufacturing/ 
 Financial Service Back Office/ 

Publishing/ 
Warehousing Operations 

West Side 
Development 

Project 

Encompasses a 10-acre site, Lincoln Park Center, 
which is targeted for office and light industrial. 

Approximately 1/3 of the area has been acquired by 
the Downtown Dover Development Corp. 

Traditional Manufacturing/ 
New Tech. Manufacturing/ 

Financial Service Back Office/ 
Professional Services/Publishing 

Eden Hill Farm 

Proposed project that will include different 
residential options as well as professional offices 

(~150,000 SF) at the front of the property – 
primarily for medical office use. 

Professional Services 

Creekside Center 
Under construction multiple building office complex 
with 120,000 SF for medical and professional offices. 

Professional Services 

Blue Hen 
Corporate 
Office Park 

Former mall property converted to office 485,000 SF 
office complex. There are 200,000+ SF available 

including the 79,000 SF Bank of America customer 
service center. 

Financial Service Back Office/ 
Professional Services 

Garrison Oaks 
385 acre farm adjacent to SR 1 and White Oak Road 

purchased by the City of Dover for office and 
technology company attraction. 

New Tech. Manufacturing/ 
Professional Services 

Kent County 
Aeropark 

Existing industrial park with multiple tenants. Sunroc 
building (224,000 SF) plus 40 acres are available for 
industrial operation. Potential to subdivide building 

and interior is predominantly open space. Additional 
land parcels available nearby (e.g., Lafferty Lane). 

Traditional Manufacturing/ 
New Tech. Manufacturing/ 

Publishing/ 
Warehousing Operations 

Milford 
Industrial Park 

Existing industrial park with multiple 
industrial/commercial tenants. 

No Space Available 



 

 

Tourism 

Tourism is an emerging industry within the County and can target a wide range of interests including 

arts and culture, history and heritage, sports and gaming, outdoor recreation, shopping and leisure, and 

Agri-tourism. In an effort to promote the tourism opportunities in our small towns, the Kent County 

Tourism Corporation recently launched their Quaint Villages campaign. Some of the tourism 

opportunities highlighted by their efforts include:  

Tourism Opportunities 

Arts & 

 Culture 

History & 

Heritage 

Sports & 

Gaming 
Outdoor Recreation 

Shopping & 

Leisure 
Agri-tourism 

Biggs Museum of 

American Art 

Barratt's Chapel 

Museum 

Harrington 

Raceway 

DE National Estuarine 

Research Reserve 

Byler’s Store- 

Harrington 

Delaware 
Agricultural 

Museum and 
Village 

Parke Green 

Galleries 

Harrington 

Historical Society 

Museum 

Midway Slots 
Bombay Hook Nat’l 

Wildlife Refuge 

DE Visitor 

Center & 

Galleries 

Messick 
Agriculture 

Museum 

Smyrna Opera 

House 
Smyrna Museum 

Dover 

International 

Speedway 

Killens Pond 

State Park 

Shady Lane 

Selections 

Fifer Country 
Store and 
Orchards 

Milford Art Stroll 

Woodburn, 

The Governor's 

House 

Garrison’s 

Lake Golf 

Course 

Corks Point Outdoors 

Spence's 

Bazaar & 

Auction 

Bobola Farm 
& Florist 

Delaware Ballet 
Capital Square/ 

Legislative Mall 

Dover Downs 

Hotel & 

Casino 

Captain’s Lady- 

Bowers  
Bel Boutique 

Wicked R 
Western 

Production 

The Dover 

Art League 

DE Archaeology 

Museum 

All About 

the Swing 
Loblolly Acres 

Country 

Expressions 
Shady Lane 
Selections 

Kent County 

Theater Guild 

John Dickinson 

Plantation 

First State 

BMX 

Scenic 

Biplane Rides 
Bluvintage 

Rose Valley 
Greenhouse 

Delaware 

by Hand 

Museum of 

Small Town Life 

Dover Par 3 

Driving & 

Range 

Lister Acres 

Beyond 

Dimensions 

Gift Shop 

Cowgills Corner 
Sheep and Wool 

Farm Bed & 
Breakfast 

Source: Delaware Economic Development Office, Office of Tourism http://www.visitdelaware.com/index.htm 

In addition to the tourism opportunities mentioned above, Kent County has a wealth of opportunity for 

ecotourism. Ecotourism is a form of tourism that appeals to ecologically and socially conscious 

individuals.  Generally speaking, ecotourism focuses on volunteering, personal growth, and learning new 

ways to live on the planet; typically involving travel to destinations where flora, fauna, and cultural 

heritage are the primary attractions. Within Kent County visitors can visit the following: 

The Delaware Birding Trail 

A collaboration of the Delaware Audubon, Delmarva Ornithological Society, the Delaware Department of 

Natural Resources and Environmental Control and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service featuring 27 birding 

hotspots throughout Delaware; 



 

 

Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge 

This 16,000 acre haven along the Delaware Bay coast east of Smyrna, consists of salt marshes, ponds, 

fields, and forests. Visitors can see the variety of migratory shorebirds and waterfowl that stop to feed 

at the refuge, an important feeding stop on the Atlantic Flyway. The facility was established in 1937 and 

offers walking and auto tours, birdwatching, nature programs, and a visitor center with a gift shop. 

Refuge staff also conduct programs about the unique horseshoe crab and shorebird connection each 

spring on Central Delaware’s bay beaches; and  

Milford Neck Wildlife Area 

This area consists of 2,801 acres of undeveloped beaches and dunes, tidal marshlands, swamp and 

upland forests, and a patchwork of agricultural lands offering an abundance of natural beauty and 

biological diversity. This is where more than a million migratory shorebirds arrive each spring to feed on 

eggs laid by horseshoe crabs converging on Delaware Bay beaches. These annual visitors add to an 

already impressive array of natural inhabitants, which includes rare plants, amphibians, waterfowl, 

wading birds, small mammals, reptiles and fish. With the only remaining forested area greater than 

1,000 acres on the entire coast of Delaware, Milford Neck provides crucial habitat for numerous bird 

species requiring large blocks of lands and waters for successful migration and breeding. 

The above is only a small sampling of the activities available to visitors of Kent County. The County in 

conjunction with the State of Delaware, the Central Delaware Economic Development Council, and 

municipalities should actively promote tourism as an industry and enable expansion of existing and 

creation of new tourism opportunities.   

Commercial/Retail  

Despite the fact that the retail industry is one of the County’s largest employment sectors, many older 

retail spaces suffer from years of neglect and are losing tenants to new shopping centers. One of the 

negative impacts of these newer retail areas is that the existing areas in some cases are not redeveloped 

and become a detriment to the community that they once served. Promoting reuse and redevelopment 

of existing sites is a priority of the County to prevent sprawling nonresidential spaces and maintain 

attractive existing communities. In addition, strategic placement of large and neighborhood scale retail 

establishments is an element of enabling the creation and strengthening of communities within the 

County. 

While the retail and service segment is critical to a success of a local economy, it is not the most 

economically beneficial aspect. Over time, these businesses alone cannot maintain a successful local 

economy without also expanding the industrial and office space segments. These segments offer larger 

benefits by typically creating a larger number of higher paying jobs which give a boost to the economic 

strength of the area in which they are located. 

 



 

 

Providing Adequate Land for Development 
One of the primary responsibilities of Kent County in supporting economic development is ensuring 

adequate land is available for new commercial and industrial development. While there are existing 

resources available for development, there are additional areas with access to infrastructure, especially 

rail, that are prime candidates for industrial development as well as opportunities for expansion of 

existing industrial and commercial areas. There are also areas with opportunities for infill development 

and smaller areas where neighborhood commercial uses could support existing residential 

development.   

In addition, Employment Centers have been identified in key areas where infrastructure exists or is 

planned for the purpose of enabling larger scale employers. The Centers are not intended for 

development of retail or service uses but rather for uses that create jobs – offices of all types and light 

industrial development are the types of uses contemplated. 

Map ___ reflects all of the proposed industrial, employment centers, and commercial areas. The 

purpose of the map is to offer guidance when locating a business as well as support for rezoning in these 

areas as demand arises. Many of the proposed areas are further described below: 

 

Proposed Industrial Areas & Employment Centers 

Designated 
Area 

Total 
Acreage 

Acreage 
Currently 

Used 

Vacant 
Acreage 

Explanation 

Hanover 
Foods Area 

(W. Clayton) 
156 18 138 

Access to water, sewer, and rail; existing industrial use on site; 
large undeveloped land available; 

identified by Central DE Chamber of Commerce 

Cheswold 
Airport Area 

(W. Cheswold) 
311 113 198 

Airfield access; water and sewer available; 
large tracts of existing industrial zoning; 

rail access not adjacent but close; 
identified by Central DE Chamber of Commerce 

Dow Reichold 
Area 

(N. Dover) 
227 103 124 

Access to rail, highway, water, and sewer; 
industrial uses and vacant industrial zoning currently exist; 

identified by Central DE Chamber of Commerce 

ILC Area 
(W. Frederica) 

69 29 40 
Access to water and sewer 

 industrial use exists, large vacant farm adjacent to existing 
industrial; identified by Central DE Chamber of Commerce 

South Felton 373 6 367 

Access to water, sewer, highway, and rail; 
large vacant undeveloped tracts with minimal new residential 

development adjacent; 
identified by Central DE Chamber of Commerce 



 

 

Baltimore Air 
Coal Area 

(West Milford) 
135 17 118 

Access to rail, water, and sewer; 
existing industrial use in area 

State Fair Area 
(S. Harrington) 

405 259 146 

Access to rail, highway, water, and sewer; 
state fair is all zoned industrially and compatible uses could be 

located on adjacent property; 
 identified by Central DE Chamber of Commerce 

ESE Area 
(S.Farmington) 

122 44 78 
Access to rail, highway, and sewer; area is currently transitioning 
to industrial uses; minimal new residential development would 

be affected by new industry 

TOTALS: 1798 564 1234  

 

Policy Emphasis______________________________________________________________________ 

To encourage a strong economy with sustainable economic growth and pursue a balanced economic 
development strategy that includes attracting new technology and other knowledge-based companies, 
to provide an influx of higher paying jobs that will keep the community competitive and help retain its 
young professionals, and support the economic development and redevelopment efforts of the towns 
by: 
 

1. Maintaining and attracting a diverse business and industrial base in Kent County; 
 

2. Supporting the economic development efforts of municipalities including downtown 
revitalization efforts;  
 

3. Focusing economic development as a whole toward areas where infrastructure exists or is 
planned for the immediate future; 
 

4. Supporting redevelopment of existing underutilized shopping centers and hotels;   

5. Maintaining and fostering the development of a workforce with the resources to maintain high-
paying jobs; 

 
6. Ensuring that economic development activities respect those characteristics that make Kent 

County a unique place to live and work; 
 

7. Seeking to provide Kent County residents with access to a sound and affordable housing market; 
 

8. Seeking to bring public and private stakeholders together for work on economic development 
opportunities; and 

  
9. Providing Kent County with adequate infrastructure and transportation resources to support 

economic development opportunities. 



 

 

Recommendations___________________________________________________________________ 

1. Create economic centers of business and commerce around existing infrastructure and identify 

areas designated for industrial and business parks, large scale commercial uses, and 

neighborhood commercial uses. The areas designated for commercial and industrial 

development would meet the existing requirements for rezoning provided the infrastructure is 

planned for or in place. 

2. Zoning Code Revisions 

a. To promote development of mixed-use centers in targeted locations; 

b. To create a site plan exemption for small expansions of existing businesses; 

c. To review and update industrial, commercial, and office uses in each zoning district; 

d. To further support creation of home-based businesses with no discernable impact on 

neighboring properties; and  

e. To provide density incentives within targeted locations within the Growth Zone, 

especially within the areas identified for Transportation Improvement District Plan. 

3. Continue investment in the Downtown Development District grant program. 

4. Explore opportunities to partner with utilities providing high speed broadband in an effort to 

expand access throughout the County. 

5. Using GIS web-based tools, update the portfolios for each of the identified industrial areas 

including information about existing and planned infrastructure, access to transportation (rail 

and/or highway) surrounding land uses, and applicable zoning and land development 

requirements for easy distribution to interested businesses. 

6. Continue development of the Emerging Enterprise Development Center and expand 

partnerships to offer support and training services to tenants.   

7. Continue to protect and promote agriculture and diversity in agriculture within Kent County 

including coordination with the Department of Agriculture to develop and promote farm 

markets and other agri-business opportunities in the County. Continue pursuing opportunities in 

the Food Innovation District program. 

8. Develop a marketing strategy in partnership with the towns as appropriate to effectively 

advertise the benefits of locating in Kent County. 

9. Understanding that business retention is a fundamental component of economic development 

in Kent County, pursue opportunities to support existing business (both large and small scale) 

and encourage growth. Develop a comprehensive business retention, expansion, and attraction 



 

 

incentive program that would include financial, regulatory, review, and zoning incentives that 

target high wage manufacturing and technology jobs as well as the agricultural industry 

including the continuance of Chapter 191, Article VI, Real Estate Tax Exemption for Industries, of 

the Kent County Code. 

10. Continue the positive working relationship between the County and the Dover Air Force Base 

and maintain zoning requirements that protect the base from incompatible land uses. 

 


