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ASSESSMENT REVIEW BOARD MINUTES 
 
DATE:                                       November 15, 2016 
TIME:                                        10:00 AM 
LOCATION:                              Room 126A, Kent County Complex 
                                      
                 
CALL TO ORDER:   The meeting was called to order at 10:02 am by Chairman Wilt. 
 
PRESENT WERE:               Charles Wilt – Chairman   Walt Studte 

Daniel String    Susan Durham 
    Ron Eby    Sue Willson  

David Fry       
 Tim Johnson      
                                                                           
                                            
 
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Ms. Willson presented three (3) additions and one (1) deletion to the Agenda. The deletion is the 
Charitable Exemption Requests for Better Community Development Corporation due to their needing to 
go back to the State of Delaware as they were incorporated after 1988. One (1) addition is an additional 
Charitable Exemption Request for Central Delaware Habitat for Humanity. The other two (2) additions are 
under the Elderly/Disability Appeals and are for  George & Eleanor Dale and Mary Warrington. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
On motion made by Mr. String and seconded by Mr. Eby, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the agenda 
with the noted additions and deletion.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
On motion made by Mr. String and seconded by Mr. Fry, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the minutes of  
September 20, 2016. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Exemption Requests: 
 
Ms. Willson introduced an Educational Exemption Request from Telamon Corp. for a property located at 
4272 Brenford Road in Smyrna.  She stated that this is a new building on the property and it is operated 
as a Headstart Program.  Ms. Willson stated that when the building was added, they received a “Period 2” 
bill in the amount of $2,902.65 which was paid, therefore no taxes are due on the property.   
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On motion made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Studte, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve 
the exemption request. 
 
 

Ms. Willson introduced a Charitable Exemption Request from Central Delaware Habitat for Humanity for a 
property located at 56 Conway Road, Harrington.  She stated that this is currently vacant land and 2016 
taxes in the amount of $62.46 are due. 
 

On motion made by Mr. String and seconded by Mr. Johnson, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve 
the exemption request and waive the 2016 taxes.  

 
 
Ms. Willson introduced the second Charitable Exemption Request from Central Delaware Habitat for 
Humanity for a property located at 118 N. Ann Ave., Dover.  She stated that this application is currently 
incomplete in that the County has not received approval from the school district; however, due to the 
possibility of the Board not meeting for several months, she wanted to bring it before them.  Ms. Durham 
explained that the Board could vote on the request and if approved, make it contingent on approval from 
the school district.  Ms. Willson stated that 2016 taxes in the amount of $161.22 are due.  

 
On motion made by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. Eby, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the 
exemption request and waive the 2016 taxes contingent on agreement from the school district.  

 
 
Ms. Willson introduced a Charitable Exemption Request from the American Legion Ambulance Station 
64, Inc. for a property located at 900 Glenwood Ave., Smyrna.  She explained that the name was 
previously David C. Harrison Post 14 American Legion, Inc. and was exempt.  Since the name has 
changed, they must reapply for exemption and, she added, that the 2016 taxes in the amount of 
$9,299.16 are due. 
 

On motion made by Mr. Eby and Seconded by Mr. Studte, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the 
exemption request and waive the 2016 taxes. 

 
Ms. Willson introduced four (4) Parkland Exemption Requests for the Hazel Farm Homeowners 
Association Inc. for properties located on Loganberry Terrace, Harvest Grove Trail, and Rising Ridge 
Lane.  She stated that there are no taxes due on any of the four (4) parcels. 
 
 Mr. Eby asked if they were all open space properties.  Ms. Willson stated that they are.  
 

On motion made by Mr. String and seconded by Mr. Fry, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the 
exemption request. 

 
 
Elderly/Disability Exemption Appeals: 
 
 
Ms. Willson introduced three (3) Elderly/Disability Exemption Appeals for Exemptions that were denied for 
being submitted after the deadline but prior to September 30, 2016 (the tax due date).  She stated that all 
three (3) were the same scenario: the persons had been on the program; had submitted their applications 
late – after the submission deadline but before the tax due date; all taxes are current; and that none had 
previously received any waivers from the Board.  Ms. Willson stated that the Appeals were from the 
following: 
 
Gary Bradley 
John Legates Jr. 
J. Deanne Ryan 
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On motion made by Mr. Eby and seconded by Mr. String, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the 
appeals for each and grant their exemption requests as a one (1) time waiver for being late in 
submitting their application. 

 
 
Ms. Willson introduced an appeal for refund of taxes paid from George Sr. & Eleanor Dale.  She stated 
that the Dale’s have been in the program since 2012 and that according to Mr. Dale’s son George Jr., 
Mrs. Dale, his step-mother who is 89 years old is stubborn and rather than put in for the appeal, paid the 
taxes in full.  Ms. Willson further stated that had they contacted the office, she would have advised them 
to put in for the appeal and see what happened with that first.  Instead, she stated, they paid the taxes 
and then came to the Assessment Office to file an appeal for a refund.  
 

Mr. Johnson asked how much their taxes were that they paid.  Ms. Willson stated that they paid 
$587.03.  Mr. Eby stated that he would have a problem not approving a refund after approving 
appeals for others who had turned in their applications late and had not paid the taxes. 
 
Mr. String added that he felt that the Dale’s did what they thought was right in paying the taxes 
and that there is not a guarantee that and exemption or appeal will be approved. 
 
Mr. Johnson stated that with them meeting all the requirements, with the exception of being late, 
he wished to make a motion that the Dale’s be granted the exemption and the amount they paid 
for 2016 be refunded.  Mr. String seconded the motion adding that this would also be their one (1) 
time waiver for submitting the application late.  The Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the exemption, 
refund the 2016 taxes paid and that this approval be their one (1) time waiver. 

 
 
Ms. Willson introduced an appeal for refund of taxes paid from Mary Warrington.  She stated that Ms. 
Warrington had been on the Agenda for the September meeting but was removed because she had paid 
the taxes. She further stated that the application had been received on time however it was missing some 
required paperwork to which they reached out to her for but did not receive.  Ms. Warrington explained in 
her appeal that she was taking care of her terminally ill son, who passed away in August.  Following his 
death, she did get the required paperwork, but also paid the taxes.  Ms. Willson stated that she is 80 
years old and has never been on the program and added that if the exemption is approved and she is 
approved for a refund, the whole of what was paid would not be eligible for refund, only the amount that 
would have been due after the $25,000 was taken off her assessment. 
 

On motion made by Mr. Studte and seconded by Mr. Fry, the Board voted 6 – 0 to approve the 
exemption and approve a refund of the amount of taxes that would have been due had she 
followed through with the exemption first. 
 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Durham informed the Board that there would not be an appeal from Mary Fennimore on the 
expunged subdivision as the taxes were paid, so the Board would not have that matter coming to them as 
previously expected. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
None 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
 
None 
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NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The next meeting of the Assessment Review Board will be determined at a later date; tentatively late 
March or early April, unless an immediate matter comes up, in which case the Board would be contacted 
to address that. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion made by Mr. Studte and seconded by Mr. Johnson, the Board voted 6 - 0 to adjourn at 11:02 
am. 
 
 
 
 
      
Charles Wilt - Chairman 


