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Levy Court is your County Government.  Kent County Levy Court is comprised of seven elected Commissioners-
six who are elected from the districts in which they reside – and the seventh elected at-large to represent the entire 
County. The Commissioners serve at the will of the electorate and answer solely to their constituents. Since the 
Commissioners are elected officials it is customary to refer to them with the designation of Honorable. 

Levy Court responsibilities include enacting planning and land use ordinances, providing parks and 
recreation facilities, establishing fees,  providing emergency medical services, 911 communications, emergency 
management, approving sewer system construction, establishing the yearly tax rate, appointing department heads 
and  overseeing the County departments that support the mission of the Levy Court. The Commissioners appoint 
a County Administrator who is responsible for managing the day- to-day operations of County Government.

Levy Court maintains its primary residence at 555 Bay Road.  Residents may call 744-2300 or 744-2305 to reach 
a County office. For more information on the Levy Court, please visit our website at: “http://www.co.kent.de.us”
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Kent County Phone Directory

About the Row Offices

Hon. Harold K. Brode
Register of Wills
Harold.Brode@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2330
Office hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Deputy – Dianne M. Rager
Dianne.Rager@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2330
Hon. Betty Lou McKenna
Recorder of Deeds
Bettylou.mckenna@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2314
Office hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Deputy – Holly Malone
Holly.Malone@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744 – 2318

Kent County has five Row Officers; each of which is elected officials. Row Officers serve four year terms 
and each is empowered to manage their office. Each row office performs a distinct function within the County 
Government. Row Officers are held accountable to the electorate and it is customary to refer to them with the 
designation of Honorable.

Hon. Georgette Williams
Comptroller
Georgette.williams@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2415
Office hours: 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Deputy – Lisa D. Bryant
Lisa.Bryant@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2415
Hon. Norman Wood
Sheriff
Norman.wood@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2161
Office hours: 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Deputy – Bruce Timmons
Bruce.Timmons@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2158

Kent County Administrative Complex
555 Bay Road 
Dover, DE 19901
Levy Court Office     744-2305
Assessment Office   744-2401 
Building Permits & Inspections 744–2451
Code Enforcement   744-2452
Community Development   744-2480
Economic Development  678-3028
Engineering   744-2430
Facilities Mgmt.   744-2357
Finance   744-2386
   a. Tax Section   744-2341
GIS/Mapping   744-2416
Information Technology  744-2365
Parks & Recreation   744-2495
Personnel   744-2310 
Planning   744-2471

Row Offices
Clerk of the Peace   744-2346

Comptroller   744-2415
Recorder of Deeds Office  744-2315
Register of Wills Office  744-2330
Sheriff’s Office   736-2161     
Kent County Emergency Services Building
911 Public Safety Blvd.
Dover, DE 19901

Emergency Communications 735-2200
Emergency Management  735-3465
Emergency Medical Services  735-2180

Kent County Library
497 South Red Haven Lane
Dover, DE 19901

Library Services   698-6440

Kent County Wastewater Treatment Plant
139 Milford Neck Road
Milford, DE 19963

Wastewater Facilities  335-6000

Hon. Loretta Wootten
Clerk of the Peace
Loretta.wooten@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2346
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Deputy – Frances D. Moore
Frances.Moore@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2415
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Are you Prepared for Hurricane Season 2014?
By Kia L. Evans

Each year, the National 
Hurricane Center (NHC) located in 
Miami Florida kicks off “National 
“Hurricane Preparedness Week”, 
(May 25th – May 31) to coincide 
with the Eastern Atlantic basin 
hurricane season, which runs from 
May 15 to November 30. 

This NHC campaign is designed 
to raise awareness, encourage 
preparedness, and provide safety 
advice in advance of approaching storms. 

So, what measures should you take to prepare 
for a hurricane? And most importantly, what exactly 
constitutes a hurricane? 

A hurricane, as defined by the National Weather 
Service, is a tropical cyclone in which the maximum 
sustained surface wind is at least 74 mph. But the 
status of “hurricane” is only assigned to a storm after 
it has strengthened over a period of days or even 
weeks. 

And although proper preparation for a hurricane 
begins with building an emergency kit, which should 
include a family communication plan, oftentimes it’s 
a task frequently overlooked.   

According to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), an emergency kit should consist of a 
collection of basic household items, and have enough 
food, water and other supplies to last at least 72 hours. 
Additionally, having a flashlight with extra batteries, 
a battery operated radio, a first aid kit, a whistle to call 

for help, a manual can opener, as 
well as a cell phone to name a few; 
are all important tools to have in an 
emergency kit.       

Because basic services such 
as electricity, gas, water, sewage 
treatment and telephone services 
could potentially be out for a couple 
of days, having enough supplies 
to manage during these outages is 
important.    

As for the family communication plan, it should 
include a point-of-contact person who lives out-
of-state, so that affected household members can 
notify them of their safety, because during an actual 
emergency, it’s not uncommon to experience difficulty 
placing local calls while long-distance phone calls go 
through with ease. 

Additionally, the plan should include phone 
numbers of family members to be contacted in the 
event of an emergency, along with work contact 
information, school information, medical contacts 
and insurance information. 

If you have a cellphone, make sure all family 
members are able to use text messaging as a means 
of communicating. Text messages can often avoid 
network disruptions when a phone call might not be 
able to get through.

For more information about hurricane prepared-
ness, visit www.ready.gov.  

About the cover design:
This edition of the Kent County Newsletter - Summer 2014, highlights the remarkable photography of 

John Foley, a retired Dover Police Officer and current employee in the Kent County Sheriff’s Office. The 
cover is featured in the 2014 Pantone color of the year, “Radiant Orchid”, John’s keen eye for capturing 
remarkable images across Delaware is known throughout the County. The cover photo captures the 
excitement of summer fireworks high above Legislature Hall in Dover. 

*Cover text provided by Alan Tyson, a Geographic Information Systems Technician II in the Kent 
County Planning Department.

Hurricane Safety Tips
Check your disaster supplies. Stock up on emergency supplies like food, water, flashlights and batteries.
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After the cold winter we’ve experienced this year, 
I’m sure most of us are looking forward to summer!  
As you plan your activities, remember to visit the 
Kent County Public Library or Bookmobile and 
register your entire family for the Summer Reading 
Program.  This year, we will be offering three separate 
programs:  Fizz, Boom, Read! For children, Spark a 
Reaction for teens, and Literary Elements for adults.   
The programs run from Friday, June 6 through Friday, 
August 8.

Children are invited to read for a minimum of ten 
hours over the summer.  If they complete those ten 
hours they receive a book, a certificate, a ticket for free 
ice cream at our Summer Reading Celebration, and an 
entry into a drawing for free movie tickets.  For every 
ten hours that they read after the initial ten, they are 
given another prize to reward them for reading over 
the summer.  

If your child is not old enough 
to read, the time you spend reading 
to them counts towards their ten 
hours, and the time one sibling 
spends reading to another counts 
for both of them.  Children can read 
anything they want, but trips to the 
library are encouraged!  We have 

many performances and story times that are perfect 
for all ages.  Special programs include our annual 
Summer Reading Kickoff on Friday, June 6th from 
5:30 – 7:00 p.m., Dinodays on Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m., 
and Science Under the Tent on Fridays at 10:00 a.m.  
You won’t want to miss out!

Teens will receive a list 
of challenges and have the 
opportunity to choose which one 
they would like to complete, as 

long as they reach the required number of points.  Of 
course reading will take place, but teens may attend a 
program such as our Mythbusting Challenge on July 
22 at 6:30 p.m. or our Teen Advisory Committee to earn 
more points.  Those who complete the program will 
be given a tote full of prizes as well as earn a chance to 
win an iPod Shuffle!

 Adults may take part 
this summer, since we 
know so many of you enjoy 
reading and the best way to 
encourage children to read 
is to set the example.  Help 
us create a “Reader’s Advisory Notebook” by writing 
reviews of just three books you read this summer.  
Visit the library to pick up forms and once they are 
completed, you will also receive a tote full of prizes 
and be eligible to be entered in a drawing to win an 
eReader.

Registration is free and easy.  Just visit the library 
or bookmobile this summer in June and July and ask 
to join.  Provide us with basic information and you 
will be given the supplies you need.  Children can also 
register online at http://de.evanced.info/kent/sr/
homepage.asp and track their hours on your computer.  
You are welcome to register your grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews, or other important children in your life 
as long as their parents have not already done so.  No 
matter how you register, once you’ve completed the 
program, make sure you visit one of our two locations 
by August 9th to pick up prizes!   

We are looking forward to seeing you at the 
Kent County Public Library and the Bookmobile this 
summer!  

Summer Reading for the Whole Family!
By Kristina Rinkenberg, Library Outreach 

Kent County Levy Court/Department of Library Services
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Kent County Levy Court host Boys State and Girls 
State Youth In Government Day

By Kia L. Evans   

Kent County Levy Court, hosted 38 students 
Thursday, April 3, 2014, selected by Boys State and Girls 
State of Delaware, to participate in the County’s Youth 
In Government Day. 

Boys State and Girls State, a summer leadership and 
citizenship program sponsored by the American Legion 
and the American Legion Auxiliary is for high school 
juniors. Participating students are typically nominated 
by their history teacher. 

 Kent County’s Youth in Government Day then 
brings together the selected students from various 
schools throughout the State for a complete day of 
learning. This year’s participants hailed from Smyrna 
High School, Caesar Rodney High School, Polytech 
High School, (Polytech Air Force Junior ROTC), Dover 
High School, (Dover Air Force Junior ROTC, Lake 
Forest High School, Woodbridge High School, Milford 
High School, and St. Thomas Moore Academy. 

The day began with an overview presented by 
County Administrator, Mike Petit de Mange, which 
highlighted Kent County’s historic beginnings and 
current day operations. 

Levy Court President P. Books Banta, Vice-President 
Brad Eaby, and Commissioner Jody Sweeney later 
facilitated a mock Levy Court business meeting, where 
all students had the opportunity to role play as a County 
Commissioner, charged with handling the business of 
Kent County.  

This year’s mock Meeting Agenda included a 
Rezoning proposal (Residential to Commercial), a 
Home Occupation (Conditional Use) application, and 
review of the County’s employee policy concerning 
amendments to the current dress code and social media 
policy. 

Students were later taken back in history with a 
documented re-enactment given by State Representative 
Donald Blakey and wife Delores Blakey about the life 
of Dina, a freed slave, who resided on the Dickinson 
Plantation during the 1700’s in Dover. 

Afterwards, students toured the Kent County 
Emergency Operations 911 Center (EOC), where 
they learned how 911 calls are triaged, how the EOC 
functions during inclement weather, along with what 
the responsibilities are of a Kent County Paramedic. 

The day concluded with a mock marriage ceremony 
presided over by Clerk of the Peace Loretta Wootten and 
her Deputy Frances Moore, with two students playing 
the role of bride and groom exchanging wedding vows. 

“This was one of the largest Boys State and Girls 
State groups we’ve ever hosted for Youth In Government 
Day,” said President Banta. “I was really impressed by 
the caliber of questions they asked while playing the 
role of a Commissioner. I know these students will all 
go far in life and I wish them much success.” 

Students from Smyrna High School, Caesar Rodney High 
School, Polytech High School, (Polytech Air Force Junior 
ROTC), Dover High School, (Dover Air Force Junior ROTC, 
Lake Forest High School, Woodbridge High School, Milford 
High School, and St. Thomas Moore Academy, participate in 
“Youth In Government” day held in part at the Kent County 
Levy Court Chambers. 

Kent County Building Codes Inspector Shannon Morris, 
plays the role of a motorcycle repair shop owner seeking re-
zoning approval during the student lead Levy Court mock 
meeting. 
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    Employee Spotlight

Andrew T. Riggi, January 2014 Employee of the Month
Kent County department heads selected Andrew T. Riggi from the Department 

of Public Works as the January 2014 Employee of the Month. Andy has been a Kent 
County employee since September 2012 and serves as an Engineering Project Manager 
III in the Division of Engineering. His primary duties include performing professional 
engineering work with emphasis on design and construction. Additionally, he performs 
research, analysis, and assessments in order to develop reports and recommendations 
on proposed and ongoing projects.   

Hilary Welliver, February 2014 Employee of the Month 
Kent County department heads selected Hilary Welliver from the Department of 

Community Service as the February 2014 Employee of the Month. Hilary has been 
a Kent County employee since November 2006 and serves as Assistant Director of 
Community Services- Libraries Division. Her primary duties include administering the 
operations of the County library system, including the County Library and the mobile 
library, preparation of budget request for State Library Standards funds, managing 
the library staff and collections and serving as liaison between the County and other 
public and private libraries. Additionally, she assists the Kent County Library Advisory 
Committee and represents the County on state-wide library associations.    

Megan R. Moerman, March 2014 Employee of the Month
Kent County department heads selected Megan R. Moerman from the Department 

of Public Safety as the March 2014 Employee of the Month. Megan has been a Kent 
County employee since July 2007 and serves as Paramedic II in the Division of 
Emergency Medical Services. Her primary duties include treating patients using 
advanced emergency care procedures and ensuring the high quality delivery of life 
support techniques. Additionally, she serves as the Field Training Officer for her shift 
responsible for orienting and evaluating new hires, precepting Delaware Tech paramedic 
students, and conducting continuing education training.

ATTENTION KENT COUNTY GARBAGE COLLECTION CUSTOMERS 
Important information regarding your garbage collection service:

Levy Court recently awarded a contract 
extension for garbage collection services that 
will run through May of 2017.  The new three-
year Garbage Services Collection Contract was 
awarded to the current vendor, Inland Waste 
Solutions, as they again submitted the lowest bid.  

The service will remain weekly for all services, 
garbage, recycling and yard waste (for those districts 
that voted to have the service).

Levy Court approved the following enhancements 
to the service:  Bulk service has been increased from three 

(3) items/week, to (4) items/week (acceptable items 
only); for those communities that voted to have 
yard waste service, the season has been extended 
and now starts in April and ends in December; the 

new contract service fees are $255 annually for 
yard waste communities and $223.00 annually 
for those with garbage and recycle only.

For questions regarding Garbage Collection 
services, please contact us at (302) 744-2429 or visit us 
online at Kent County Department of Public Works, 
www.co.kent.de.us.


